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“The Centre caters to not only

academicians, but people
from diverse fields of life.
Instead of promoting ivory tower
intellectualism, the Centre has the
potential through its plan of action to go to

let ideas seep
into their minds. This Centre is not
established for converting
people to general semantics.
the midst of people and

Ideas can be disseminated, people can

new
possibilities and visions of
life can be introduced to people,
meet, interact and exchange views,

who live cloistered lives. New outlooks and
better ways of coping with life would emerge.”
Balvant K. Parekh

From the Director
After a long period of uncertainty and gloom around us as a result of the continued presence of the
dreadful pandemic, we have now returned to our routine at the Centre. But it seems we can never
return to the pre-pandemic days of social conviviality and intellectual dynamism. A gathering of
scholars sitting in close proximity with each other around a roundtable at the Centre to discuss
ideas is now impossible to think of because of the obsessive fear of touch and smell from the bodies
of our friends around us that might carry the invisible virus. Added to this ubiquitous fear, there is
another kind of impact the pandemic has made on us from which we will not be able to extricate
ourselves. It is the stranglehold on our imagination of virtual information dissemination that has
become a new normal in our academic life. It seems the prediction by the scientists earlier that
what was once called the “real” has now been supplanted by the “virtual” in a breathtaking process
that has finally happened wholesale. But we have succeeded to a great extent in not succumbing
to the lure of this fetish; we felt that we should not degrade ourselves in surrendering our creative and critical intelligence to
the emerging market of online teaching and learning. Therefore we kept our libraries open even during the worst days of the
pandemic, and tried to make the best use of its facilities for our own benefit. In the solitude of vacant space but with the company
of books we did some serious thinking on how to navigate to the future. Out of such thinking we decided to introduce a new series
of conversation at the Centre to be called “Conversation around a book or a concept,” which will be an occasional event. This, we
thought, would be an engaging series to keep us busy during the pandemic. As part of the series, we chose Albert Camus’s book
The Plague; Daniel Kahneman’s Thinking, Fast and Slow; Bruno Latour and Peter Weibel’s edited text, Critical Zones: The Science and
Politics of Landing on Earth; and the concept of “critical humanities” elucidated by D. Venkat Rao from EFLU, Hyderabad. We hope
we will be able to continue this series. However, we did manage to organize a few more programs during the year when Covidrelated rules were slackened. The first was a two-day seminar on “Radical General Semantics” at Saurashtra University, Rajkot
in conjunction with the launching of Gad Horowitz and Shannon Bell’s publication of the volume 2 of The Book of Radical General
Semantics. Gad, Shannon, Devkumarbhai, Martin Levinson from IGS appeared on the screen to wave at us and to say a few words
on the book. This seminar was almost like a catalyst for our subsequent programs: (a) at our Centre in Baroda a one-day program
on Manhood of Humanity as part of our celebration of the 100th year of its publication; (b) a one-day program on “Performing
Silence” at Saurashtra University where many students demonstrated through dance and “silent” music how Korzybski’s notion
of “silent practice” can be performed through art; (c) a sequel to the Rajkot program, was a similar but more expansive seminar
called “Practicing Silence: An Inquiry into a Mode of Communication” was held at Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat
with our Centre’s support and cooperation; (d) a national seminar on the topic “Mahabharata Multilogue: Reading Epic Polyphony”
was organized in Baroda by our Centre; (e) we could also manage to organize a Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture during this
seminar with Professor Purushottam Agarawal, the eminent Hindi literary critic from Delhi, who spoke on “Re-Reading Kabir:
Vernacular Modernity and Public Sphere of Bhakti.”
During the later part of the year my wife and I visited our son, daughter-in-law and the two little grandsons in Cape Town and
spent more than two months with them. During the visit we had the privilege of visiting some of the picturesque sights in the
Western Cape and returned home fully refreshed. I had an opportunity of meeting Lesley Green, a Professor of Environmental
Humanities at the University of Cape Town and succeeded in roping her in to our conference on “Environmental Humanities:
Living in Critical Zones.” I was able to organize that conference in Goa after my return from South Africa. It was FCT’s 24th
international conference.
We could bring out three issues of Anekaant. The current issue is devoted to Manhood of Humanity and is edited by Lance Strate.
With the publication of this issue, our backlog is cleared and the journal is now on schedule.
Tonisha Guin and Anomitra Biswas have resigned from their positions and left Baroda to teach in a private university in
Visakhapatnam. We congratulate them on their new assignments.
But we are sad that our Senior Academic Fellow Gananath Dash has suffered a paralytic stroke and is now under treatment in
Delhi. He has taken a long leave, and we hope he will recover soon and return to Baroda to work at the Centre. I am the only
Academic person at the Centre now until we find some suitable candidates to replacements. We will keep the libraries open for
local scholars, but will not be able to organize any programs until the vacant positions are filled up. We hope we will find soon a
senior scholar to look after both the institutions, FCT and BPC, as my possible replacement. We have received encouraging signs
from our funders that they will help us in this transition so that the work at our institutions is not affected.
We are thankful to Neha Sharma for helping us in editing of this Year in Review. Neha has just joined our Centre as a Research
Fellow.
Prafulla C. Kar
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During the Seminar, The Book of Radical General Semantics, Volume Two shall be formally launched.
Papers shall be presented by academics and students, which will be followed by discussion. Gad
Horowitz and Shannon Bell, the Editors of the book, will address the seminar through videoconferencing.
Participants can obtain a copy of the book at a subsidized price of ₹ 400 during the course of the
Seminar.
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Programme Coordinator: Sanjay Mukherjee, Professor and Head, Department of English and CLS,
Saurashtra University, Rajkot - 360005; Email: sanjaymukherjee18@gmail.com / smukherjee@sauni.ac.in
Gananath Dash, Academic Fellow and Program Officer, Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics
and Other Human Sciences, C-302, Siddhi Vinayak Complex, Baroda - 390007; Email:
gananath57@gmail.com
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A Special Number on Manhood of Humanity (Number 14, Spring 2020-2021) was
edited by Lance Strate, President of the Institute of General Semantics, USA.
A Special Section on “General Semantics in Practice” (Number 8, Autumn 20182019 was edited by Bini B.S.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, VEER NARMAD SOUTH GUJARAT UNIVERSITY, SURAT
In collaboration with

BALVANT PAREKH CENTRE FOR GENERAL SEMANTICS AND OTHER HUMAN SCIENCES,
BARODA
ORGANIZES
2-DAY NATIONAL SEMINAR
ON

“PRACTICING SILENCE: AN INQUIRY INTO A MODE OF COMMUNICATION”
(Under the broad rubric of General Semantics as a Human Science)

During 25-26 March 2022
Venue: Dept. of English, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat

Concept Note:
Alfred Korzybski, while explaining the Structural Differential model in his Science and Sanity refers to “dwelling silently at the object level” and
maintaining a physical and neurological delay before proceeding to the Descriptive level or the verbal level abstraction – ‘The things we can see
only when we slow down and practice silence.’ The sensory level gives us a world of motion, solidity and intensity; it is ‘real’ and it is not words;
it is only apprehended in silence. Forcing language at the non-verbal sensory or perceptual level could be detrimental to forming a holistic view
of things.
Generally speaking, Silence denigrates noise or wild talk but communicates differently and more effectively. Language or verbal articulation has
limitations; it cannot express the whole thought or idea. There are things ‘unsayable’ or un-expressible in words; silence takes over when words
fail. Wittgenstein in his Tractatus rightly says, “Whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent.” When we encounter the limits of the
sayable, we acknowledge the existence of ‘unsayable things’ and, by means of a language somehow formed on being silent, articulate that
which cannot be grasped. Natural replication in language defies verbalization; it forms the unwritten and unwritable, unsaid and unsayable
base of the utterance. Silence does not mean total passivity, rather it encourages deep thoughts, pondering, reflection, introspection and
meditation; it augments appreciation, pleasure and joy at the perceptual level. Silence has philosophical, religious and poetic connotations –
great thinkers, philosophers, artists and poets create immortal works by silent practice; silence is creative and life-sustaining. Our mind is filled
with noise and a radio station NST (‘Non-Stop Thinking’) plays persistently. Practicing Silence is perhaps a basic condition to hear the call of
beauty or of love or of life. The pageant of visual images in Keats’s ‘Grecian urn’ or the melody of the Abyssinian maid’s song in Coleridge’s
‘Kubla Khan’ or a beautiful sunrise can only be comprehended in silence. There are different ways and modes of silence; it could also be
construed as the power of the ‘quiet’ in a world of noise. The Hindu, Buddhist and Zen meditative practices, for example, emphasize ‘attention’
and ‘mindfulness’ and practicing silence as a means to grasp the reality or truth and see into the ‘life of things.’ Silence is a human act and can
be a means of protest also; it has socio-political and ethical implications as in Mahatma Gandhi’s silent ‘Satyagraha’ or fasting to convey dissent.
How urgent is it to cultivate ‘practicing silence’ as a mode of action in the present-day world of ‘noises’ all around!!!
Eminent speakers - Prof. D. Venkat Rao, Professor of English, EFLU, Hyderabad; Prof. Sitanshu Yashaschandra, eminent Gujarati Poet; Prof.
Prafulla C Kar, Director Forum on Contemporary Theory and Balvant Parekh Centre for GS and OHS; and Prof. Lajwanti Chatani, Professor of
Political Science, MS University Baroda - will address the seminar on ‘practicing silence’ from different perspectives.

Call for Papers: Papers are invited in the thematic areas exploring multiple dimensions of silence, including but not exclusive, in General Semantics

and other Human Sciences, Media and Social Sciences etc.; on 'silence' as a focus of linguistic/philosophical/religious/behavioural etc. approach for
an authentic mode of communication.
Registration: please use the link: https://forms.gle/seP6dtiQzNyADQCj7 for online registration

Registration Fee: Rs. 700/- (without accommodation) and Rs. 2500/- (with accommodation) may be paid through A/C Payee Cheque / Demand
Draft (payable at Surat) in favour of “Dept. of English, V.N. South Gujarat University,” or through net banking to the ‘Dept. of English, V.N. South
Gujarat University,’ Account Number: 443402050000135, Union Bank of India, Vesu Branch, Surat; IFSC Code: UBIN0544345. The Registration fee
will take care of accommodation (if paid), seminar kit, lunch and dinner.
Abstract Submission: Please submit abstract of your paper in about 200 words in MS Word format with the sender’s institutional address and email as an email attachment to engvnsgu@gmail.com by 10 March 2022
Registration Deadline: The last date of Registration, Payment of fees and Submission of Abstract: 10 March 2022.

Contact: For further information, please contact Rakesh Desai, Convenor, Phone: +91-9825885564, E-mail: desaim@gmail.com and/or Gananath
Dash, Coordinator, Phone: +91-9437056948, E-mail: gananath57@gmail.com

(Please follow Covid19 guidelines)
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Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences, Baroda
invites Semantics
you to its programme
Balvant Parekh Centre for General
and Other Human Sciences, Baroda
invites you
to its
programme
Conversation
around
a Book
/ Concept:

Balvant Parekh Occasional Lecture Program

around a Book
/ Concept:
CRITICALConversation
HUMANITIES
ACROSS
CULTURES

CRITICAL HUMANITIES
On ACROSS CULTURES
Monday, 28 March
On2022, at 4:00 P.M

Monday, 28 March 2022, at 4:00 P.M

The conversation will be initiated by
Prof. D. Venkat
Rao, Prof. of
English,
EFLU, by
Hyderabad
The conversation
will
be initiated
Prof. D. Venkat Rao, Prof. of English, EFLU, Hyderabad

Abstract: The discourse of the humanities is a transplant of European heritage in cultures that
faced colonialism. The humanities flourished from a religious soil and like Christianity the
Abstract: The discourse of the humanities is a transplant of European heritage in cultures that
humanities expanded across the globe. Christianity transports the heritage of the West across
faced colonialism. The humanities flourished from a religious soil and like Christianity the
the globe in secular attire. Is such a discourse a cultural universal? Do all cultures consolidate
humanities expanded across the globe. Christianity transports the heritage of the West across
their reflections of being human in such a discourse? What kind of cultural forms are likely to
the globe in secular attire. Is such a discourse a cultural universal? Do all cultures consolidate
emerge in cultures where the theological conception of human essence is not privileged? Can we
their reflections of being human in such a discourse? What kind of cultural forms are likely to
inquire into cultural difference beyond the regional discourse of ethnology and configure
emerge in cultures where the theological conception of human essence is not privileged? Can we
European difference from another cultural background (say that of Indian or Chinese or Asian
inquire into cultural difference beyond the regional discourse of ethnology and configure
and African)? The critical thread of inquiry here is to explore how cultural thinking differs in
European difference from another cultural background (say that of Indian or Chinese or Asian
differing continents of living thought (of Asia, Africa and Europe.) Such an exploration can
and African)? The critical thread of inquiry here is to explore how cultural thinking differs in
show why and how European concepts are not necessarily compatible with the creative reflective
differing continents of living thought (of Asia, Africa and Europe.) Such an exploration can
work of these other cultures. The future of the humanities in ‘non-European’ contexts is
show why and how European concepts are not necessarily compatible with the creative reflective
contingent upon: (i) the exploration of the cultural forms (in image, music, text and
work of these other cultures. The future of the humanities in ‘non-European’ contexts is
performative formats) of the divergent and countless communities that live on in these contexts;
contingent upon: (i) the exploration of the cultural forms (in image, music, text and
and (ii) in responding to the ways in which the discourse of humanities enframed them in the
performative formats) of the divergent and countless communities that live on in these contexts;
last three centuries. Critical Humanities Across Cultures initiates two related paths of such an
and (ii) in responding to the ways in which the discourse of humanities enframed them in the
inquiry: (i) to unravel the assumptions that govern European account about itself and through
last three centuries. Critical Humanities Across Cultures initiates two related paths of such an
them its representations of other cultures like the Indian (Asian or African); (ii) to risk and open
inquiry: (i) to unravel the assumptions that govern European account about itself and through
up inquiries into reflective practical traditions of non-European cultures which sustained a
them its representations of other cultures like the Indian (Asian or African); (ii) to risk and open
certain cultural reflective integrity in their locations and spread it beyond. (D. Venkat Rao)
up inquiries into reflective practical traditions of non-European cultures which sustained a
Venue: and spread it beyond. (D. Venkat Rao)
certain cultural reflective integrity in their locations
Balvant Parekh Centre For General
Semantics and Other Human Sciences
Venue:
C-302, Siddhi Vinayak Complex, Behind Baroda Railway Station, Faramji Road, Baroda – 390007 (Gujarat)
Balvant Parekh https://www.balvantparekhcentre.org
Centre For General Semantics and Other Human Sciences
C-302, Siddhi Vinayak Complex, BehindPhone:
Baroda+91-265-2320870
Railway Station, Faramji Road, Baroda – 390007 (Gujarat)
https://www.balvantparekhcentre.org
Phone:contact
+91-265-2320870
For any query about the event please
Dr. Gananath Dash (gananath57@gmail.com)
For any query about the event please contact Dr. Gananath Dash (gananath57@gmail.com)

All are welcome

(Covid-19 norms will be followed)

All are welcome

(Covid-19 norms will be followed)

11

Conversation around a book

Balvant Parekh Centre for
General Semantics and Other Human Sciences
(C 303, Siddhi Vinayak Complex, Faramji Road, Alkapuri, Baroda)
invites you to its new series

Conversation around a Book
on

on

The Plague
[La Peste]
by

Albert Camus
With the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic,
there has been renewed interest in the Nobel
laureate’s most well-known book, The Plague,
with a record number of copies sold in 2019-20.

The conversation will be initiated by Anomitra
Biswas, who is currently an Academic Fellow at
the Balvant Parekh Centre.

All are welcome.

(Covid-19 norms will be followed)

Balvant Parekh Centre for
General Semantics and Other Human Sciences
(C 303, Siddhi Vinayak Complex, Faramji Road, Alkapuri, Baroda)

invites you to its programme
Venue:
Conversation around a Book
Balvant Parekh Centre for
on
General Semantics and Other Human Sciences

Wednesday, 28 July 2021, at 4:00 p.m.

For any query about the event please contact Dr. Gananath Dash (gananath57@gmail.com) or Anomitra Biswas (biswas.anomitra@gmail.com)

on

Thinking, Fast and Slow
(2011)
by

Daniel Kahneman

In this award-winning book, the Nobel Laureate
delineates the way we think-act.

The conversation will be initiated by Gananath
Dash, who is currently an Academic Fellow at
the Balvant Parekh Centre.
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All are welcome.

(Covid-19 norms will be followed)
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Our Libraries
Our two libraries (Forum’s and Balvant Parekh Centre’s) constitute the most important part of the two Centres. They are operating
from the same space and are managed by the same staff. They are open from 10 am to 6 pm, Monday through Saturday. They have
two large reading rooms, and more than twelve thousand books, which are mostly recent publications. While the library of Forum
on Contemporary Theory is mostly meant for use by researchers dealing with specific areas of theoretical emphasis, the library
of Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences is open for general readers; however over the years
it too has acquired some books on highly specialized fields such as religious and cultural studies, science studies, health studies,
and, of course, general semantics. In addition to these areas, it has been trying to build a collection of writings on India including
works of award-winning writers. We invite you to make use of our rich collection and our space for lively discussion and debate.

Stay Connected With Us
Please visit our website (http://balvantparekhcentre.org) to know more about the past and upcoming events of the Centre, and the
list of books available at the Centre’s library. You may also follow us on our official Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/BalvantParekhCentre/) or write to us at our official email account (balvantparekhcentre@gmail.
com). Further, you may access the reading material, images, audio and video recordings of the Centre’s activities at the archives
maintained in the Centre’s premises.
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Our Archives
The Forum on Contemporary Theory and Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences share an
archive. The archive was inaugurated in January 2017 by Simon Gikandi, the Robert Schirmer Professor of English at Princeton
University. In the following years, the archive expanded enough to require a larger space. In March 2020, Sudhir Kakar inaugurated
the new archive room during the Tenth Anniversary Celebrations. In the last year, we have worked to collect and catalogue this
repository of the institutional memory of the BPC and FCT.
The Archive consists of the BPC and FCT Archives, as well as a shared media archive. The former are further divisible into hard
and soft archives, according to the type of material we have catalogued in each.
The BPC Archive contains
Hard Archive
Volumes of every issue of Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought published since its inception in 2013
The books published by or in collaboration with the BPC

General Semantics: A Critical Companion (2014)
The Book of Radical General Semantics (2016)
Cultural Ontology of the Self in Pain (2016)
Reading Alfred Korzybski through Intertheoretic Explorations: Indian and Western (2018)
Bakhtinian Explorations of Indian Culture: Pluralism, Dogma and Dialogue through History (2018)
The Book of Radical General Semantics: Volume Two (2021)
The published text of the Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lectures (2009-2012)
The published text of the Balvant Parekh Memorial Lectures (2013-2019)
BPC Newsletters and Annual Reports
Archive Inauguration
The posters created for various BPC events (2015-2022)
Material related to various BPC events

Brochures
Invitations
Programmes
Conference and Seminar Booklets
Soft Archive
Texts of the Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lectures (2009-2012)
Texts of the Balvant Parekh Memorial Lectures (2013-2019)
BPC Newsletters and Annual Reports
Manuscripts of Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought
Textual and photographic material related to various BPC events
Sudhir Kakar (2020)
Simon Gikandi (2017)
(2009-2022)
Audio recordings of Balvant Parekh Distinguished and Memorial Lectures
Video recordings of Balvant Parekh Distinguished and Memorial Lectures
The BPC Archive includes copies of the full run of ETC, the journal published by the Institute of General Semantics, which were
gifted to the Centre by IGS. We also have a number of texts on General Semantics purchased from Bruce Kodish, as well as GS
material in digital form: as PDFs of seminal texts as well as several lectures on CD. Some doctoral theses that employ a General
Semantics approach are also stored in the Archive.
We also possess some copies of Gamtano Kariye Gulal, the aperiodic, bilingual journal started by Balvant Parekh: these are the
earlier volumes, which were edited by Balvantbhai himself. Further, we have several volumes of Gandhiji’s works in Gujarati in
the Archive.
We are presently engaged in cataloguing the FCT Archive. As of now, it contains
Hard Archive
Volumes of every issue of Journal of Contemporary Thought published 1991-2017
The books published by or in collaboration with the FCT

Identities: Local and Global (2003)
Rethinking Modernity (2005)
In Translation: Reflections, Refractions, Transformations (2005)
Dialogics of Cultural Encounters: Nations and Nationalities in Periods of Conflict (2006)
Theory as Variation (2007)
In Translation — Reflections, Refractions, Transformations (2007)
Creative Breakthroughs in Leadership: James Madison, Abraham Lincoln, and Mahatma Gandhi (2007)
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Forms of Knowledge in India: Critical Revaluations (2008)
Thinking Territory: Some Reflections (2009)
U.R. Anantha Murthy’s “Samskara”: A Critical Reader (2009)
Abraham Lincoln Without Borders: Lincoln’s Legacy Outside the United States (2010)
Democratic Culture: Historical and Philosophical Essays (2011)
Reconsidering Social Identification: Race, Gender, Class and Caste (2011)
The Virtual Transformation of the Public Sphere: Knowledge, Politics, Identity (2013)
Media and Utopia: History, Imagination and Technology (2016)
Bakhtinian Explorations of Indian Culture: Pluralism, Dogma and Dialogue through History (2018)
Theory and Praxis: Curriculum, Culture and English Studies (2020)
FCT Newsletters and Annual Reports
The posters created for various FCT events (2015-2022)
Material related to various FCT events
Brochures
Invitations
Programmes
Conference and Seminar Booklets
Material related to the FCT’s Theory/Praxis Courses
Brochures
Invitations
Reading Material
Photographs related to various FCT events from its inception
Grant Letter from the Ford Foundation
The FCT soft archive is a work in progress at present.
The FCT-BPC Archive includes a media archive. This consists of a music library and a movie library.
Music Library: Our digital library of music numbers in the thousands. It is primarily populated by Hindi film music but also
includes Western classical and popular music. Mohammad Rafi and Mozart brush shoulders in the alphabetized index.
Movie Library: We currently have over three hundred titles in our movie library. Our collection is wide-ranging, including
classics like Ben Hur (1959) and Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (1969) as well as popular and thriller films. We also have a
complete collection of Alfred Hitchcock films.
CD/DVD Library: We have ten film DVDs as well as forty CDs of music, from which our digital library has been partially
copied. The CD/DVD Library includes the complete works of Alfred Korzybski, lectures by Robert Pula, Lance Strate and
Janice Misurell-Mitchell. We also have the entire run of Gamtano Kariye Gulal on a CD.
The index of the archive is at present hosted on a number of MS-Excel workbooks, available on the desktop of the Archive Room
computer. Each workbook is categorized into worksheets approximating the subcategories indicated above; each worksheet is
arranged chronologically, with the location of every document provided. The worksheets also include other details about the
event in relation to which a particular document was generated: the entry for a program brochure, for instance, includes the exact
date, title and location of the relevant event, as well as the lead speaker or author/editor if any. A basic search allows us to find a
particular document or a cluster of documents that share one or more of the attributes listed: thus one can discover all documents
related to a particular year, location, or type of event; one can also look for all documents of a certain type.
Archival material cannot be borrowed or even taken to other parts of the Centre. The archive itself has a desk as well as the
computer terminal, and interested researchers are welcome to make use of the space.
In fond remembrance of our beginning
November 3-5, 2007:
The First National
Workshop
on
General
Semantics
titled
“Cognitive
Language Skills in
the 21st Century”
as part of FCT’s
annual
workshop
was held in Baroda.
The workshop was
conducted by Steve
Stockdale and Andrea Johnson from the Institute of General
Semantics, USA.
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Forum on Contemporary Theory Programs
Forum on Contemporary Theory

Baroda, India
(A Member of the Consortium of the Humanities Centers and Institutes)
In collaboration with

International Lincoln Center for American Studies
Louisiana State University in Shreveport, USA

XXIV International Conference
on

“Environmental Humanities: Living in Critical Zones”
24-26 February 2022
Venue

International Centre, Goa

Thematic Introduction by Stephen Muecke, Academic Convener and Keynote Speaker
Where and how we live is a fundamental issue. When Bruno Latour urges us to come ‘down to earth’ he is seeking a solution to general problems of
globalisation, nationhood and territoriality, as he references Ken Pomeranz’s ‘ghost acreage’, whereby little colonialist western countries came to live
beyond their territorial means: the country they live in is different from the country they live off. Nor have we ever lived on the globe, the ‘blue marble’
made famous by the 1972 Apollo 17 photo from space. Where we actually live is in the critical zone, a very thin layer of atmosphere and biological material
extending from tree tops to bedrock. It is highly variable, fragile and full of feedback loops. Let us add another sense to critical zone: the space in which
we create the critical concepts that compose the Environmental Humanities.
The Environmental Humanities were fairly recently consolidated with the founding of the journal Environmental Humanities in Sydney in 2012. Pressing
environmental problems to do with the new climatic regime, extinctions, depletion of resources and the emergence of a new geological age, the
Anthropocene, have forced the realisation that such problems are more extensive than even the sciences can handle on their own. The sciences, too, can
be subject to critique, especially if the singular concept that they are founded on, Nature, can be shown to be a post-Enlightenment western construct.
The humanities have much to offer in the current conjuncture where the modernist conceptual architectures are falling apart under the pressure from
threatening future scenarios. Older certainties about the global spread of western versions of progress are challenged not only by material planetary
limitations, but also by decolonising assertions about alternative modernities and territorially sustainable ways of life among indigenous peoples. A new
civilisation is called for: History, Philosophy, the Social Sciences and the Arts are all rebooting to be adequate to future demands. New ways of seeing and
feeling affect even the detailed work of sciences in the laboratory or the field, where increasingly a humanist is seen as being an essential member of the
team.
The humanities are reasserting themselves in a context where, paradoxically, they argue for more-than-human recompositions of worlds. If humans no
longer have exceptional cultures, the realisation that we necessarily live entangled lives in these earthly domains that made us what we are, is a
realisation of inescapable kinship with non-humans. Rivers, plants, microbes and animals are all putting forward arguments for survival whose logic we
are learning to understand once more. It is a connective, multiple set of ontologies that resist reduction to any one discipline or system of thought, such
as the economy.
This year’s International Conference of Forum on Contemporary Theory (2021) urges participants to collaborate in practical ways across disciplines, to
form new alliances by ‘making kin’, to attend to the livability of their immediate environment in such a way that challenges older styles of writing and
thinking. New ideas that we can become attached to embody the many values that the humanities have to offer, as we are faced with a set of political
tasks where we negotiate the ranking of our collective problems. Operating on principles of inclusion, growth and multiplicity, the Environmental
Humanities are embarked on joining forces with other ways of knowing, not only those deep in our revered and diverse traditions, but also among those
whose languages and logics we are beginning to understand.

Related Themes
Ecohumanities and Posthumanities
Ecocriticism and Ecopoetics
Ecofeminism
Indigenous knowledges
Plant studies
Ethology and Animal studies
Multispecies ethnography
Extinction studies
Conservation studies
The Humanities in STS (Science and Technology
studies)
Planetary Social Thought
Religion and environmentalism
New energy futures
Anthropocene or Capitalocene
Climate histories
Bioethics and Biopolitics
Urban ecology, Smart cities, Sustainability,
Resilience
Eco-citizenship and the future of Humanities

Convener and Keynote Speaker
Stephen Muecke is Professor of Creative Writing in the
College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences at Flinders
University, South Australia, and is a Fellow of the
Australian Academy of the Humanities. Recent books are
Latour and the Humanities, edited with Rita Felski, Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2020 and The Children’s Country:
Creation of a Goolarabooloo Future in North-West Australia,
co-authored with Paddy Roe, Rowman and Littlefield
International, 2020. He is the translator of works by Roland
Barthes, Luce Irigaray, Gilles Deleuze, Vinciane Despret,
Bruno Latour, Tobie Nathan and Isabelle Stengers. His
most recent book is a translation of Vinciane Despret: Our
Grateful Dead: Stories of Those Left behind, University of
Minnesota Press, 2021.
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Upcoming Program of Forum on Contemporary Theory

FORUM ON CONTEMPORARY THEORY, BARODA, INDIA
(A Member of the Humanities Centers and Institutes)
In collaboration with The Department of English, Cotton University, Guwahati, Assam
&
International Lincoln Center for American Studies, Louisiana State University in Shreveport, USA
Organize its 25th International Conference
Dates: 20- 22 December 2022
Conference Venue: Don Bosco Institute, Guwahati
Conference Theme: “A Requiem for Theory! Eschatologial Ruminations”
CALL FOR PAPERS
This 25th annual conference of Forum on Contemporary Theory will attempt to assess through our self- reflection what
engagement with “Theory” has done to our critical thinking and reading during the last thirty years or so since the founding of
our institution in Baroda in 1989, the year of the fall of the Berlin Wall. By “Theory” with a capital ‘T’ we understand its generic
affiliation with Deconstruction, a critical practice enunciated by Jacques Derrida as a weapon to take on the existing challenges
posed by the European metaphysics (‘metaphysics of presence”). Derrida’s dramatic interventions at the Baltimore symposium
on “Structuralism” in 1966 catapulted him into a heroic status, which he carried on with confidence until his passing in 2004. No
other individual in America or Europe in the 20th century in philosophy or literary studies has had such a charismatic presence.
His theory of deconstruction was the buzzword during his time, and even now among some of his followers. The kind of theory
and its practical use in the classroom he hadintroduced became an instant success in the US and elsewhere. In order to accord its
legitimacy as an American product, Derrida placed it within the cultural and social movements in the 1960s. Like the grand project
of European modernity appropriating into its fold smaller projects akin to its objectives, Deconstruction lent its critical strengths
to other formations in need of similar strategies to fight the power structures they were confronted with. This productive alliance
with those formations enabled Deconstruction to grow into a global paradigm, almost eclipsing some of its contenders in the
field. Even New Historicism led by Stephen Greenblatt, a strong challenger of Deconstruction, while trying to provide alternative
readingpractices, did not have any direct confrontation with Deconstruction.
It seems, after the passing of all the originators of deconstruction (“The Yale Critics”) including Derrida, and in the absence of any
formidable rivals to replace them we have arrived at a state of “exhaustion” in the critical scene. The word “exhaustion” may here
imply as if most of our critical resources have been “used- up”; or we are tired of our entrenched obsession with “theory,” which
was eventually turned into a “fetish” after being excessively exploited. Caught ironically in its own aporia, it began to show some
signs of decline or diminishment around the turn of the century. But it is still difficult to announce its disappearance from the
scene; though its force has weakened, it still continues to remain relevant in the classroom, particularly for those scholars dedicated
to philological studies. But it does not seem likely that another tall figure will appear in the near future to replace Derrida and to
begin a new trend in critical thinking. However, by reading some signals appearing on the horizon, it seems apparent that new
voices are indeed being heard; they do not augur any radical turnaround but only attempt to indicate that it is possible to move on
in doing theory not in a spectacular fashion but on an attenuated scale by recycling fragments from the past to be useable in their
changed contexts. However, this art of recycling requires some tact and ingenuity in order to be resilient to the new environment.
While it has not been clear yet the contours of the current critical scene, we have discovered at least two new voices articulating
some possible routes to overcome this impasse. The first is from a literary scholar brought up on the tradition of American literary
criticism and theory taking on this tradition from within andtrying to modify it so that it once again returns to its efficacy from its

new context. In her book, Forms, Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network (Princeton, 2015), Caroline Levine tries to provide
a hybrid solution to negotiate between the two contesting ways of reading: formalist; and new historicist. She suggests that
in loosening their stranglehold of the rigor of formalist closure,” the New Critics can facilitate the opening of the text into
its immediate contexts; in similar way, by limiting the horizon of their contexts to a limited range of poetic associations, the
New Historicists can succeed in integrating the text with its “network” of contexts. Levine sums up her critical strategy as
involving “specific encounters between bounded whole and network sprawl’ (117).
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The second voice is from one, who seems unaffected by the force of contemporary theory. Brought up on classical
philosophy and in a Catholic monastery, Zena Hitz, has recently brought out a book titled Lost in Thought: The Hidden
Pleasures of an Intellectual Life (Princeton, 2020), which makes a passionate case for revitalizing the humanities studies in
the universities by a return to its classical beginnings and transforming critical pedagogy in the classroom in a refreshingly
innovative way, which seems a radical departure from the existing practice of reading, writing, and teaching in a highly
technology-driven culture interested only in the “usefulness” of education as a mercantile activity. Perhaps inspired by the
work of Alberto Manguel, she believes that the humanities education in the university can be re-animated by a return to a
small-sized classroom of motivated students where reading and teaching are done in a non-coercive environment without
any pressure from authority. “That practice is called teaching, and it consists in the person-to-person transmission of the
habits of mind that underlie all serious thinking, reflection, and discovery. Good teaching is manifest to those who receive
it, and it thus inspires a sometimes absurd gratitude; so too, its value is abundantly evident to those who practice it. It has
nearly disappeared from our college campuses, surviving only to hardy, dedicated, principled individuals who eke out
their beautiful work without recognition or adequate recompense” (200). In her impassioned appeal to whoever matters in
educational reform she tries to make a partial diagnosis to what has gone wrong: “… we academic professionals have lost
touch with our origins in ordinary human intellectual activity. We have thus lost the capacity to justify and explain to our
fellow citizens or to philanthropists -- much less to ourselves—why our institutions matter.” (198) By giving a clarion call
to re-animate the much-maligned state of the humanities through an act of deep reading and enjoying the words on the page
as one enjoys a piece of music, she returns to Auden’s maxim that “poetry makes nothing happen.” This is perhaps the most
eloquent answer to those whofeel disempowered by the loss of the magic spell that Theory had cast on them.
By calling the conference theme “A Requiem for Theory! Eschatological Ruminations” we are reminded of the “doublebind” aspect of the word “requiem,” which is both an act of mourning and a celebration of death through a song. The
prospect of the “sense of ending” of Theory necessitates deep reflections (“ruminations”); “ruminations” literally means
some amount of food needs to be disgorged from the stomach from time to time to be chewed well in the mouth for better
digestion. This perhaps is a message to FCT: now is the time to recall fragments of what has been ingested so that a proper
understanding of what has been “accomplished” could be put to fresh examination. After successful completion of 25 years
of organizing an annual global event, FCT must aim for a state of critical resilience in pursuing its future goals.Therefore
the event could as well be a requiem for Forum on Contemporary Theory through a song of celebration and a warning!
One special panel at the conference will be a close reading of Abraham Lincoln’s short speech “The Gettysburg Address”
(1863) as an excellent specimen of good prose. It is also perhaps the most succinct definition so far of “democracy” as it
encapsulates most qualities that it stands for. At a time when democratic institutions are facing threat from several forces,
Lincoln’s definition has stood solid as a rock to inspire those who deserve such inspiration. In 273 words, Lincoln has
brought together the unobtrusive rhetorical power of language with the excruciating sense of American historical destiny
to fuse together their continuing relevance even today. For me another such powerful evocation of past, present and future
ascontinuum is Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s brilliant opening of One Hundred Years of Solitude.

Keynote Speaker
Roland Greene is Mark Pigott KBE Professor, Anthony P. Meir Family Professor of the
Humanities and Director, Humanities Center, Professor of Comparative Literature, and by
courtesy, of Iberian and Latin American Cultures at Stanford University, USA.
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(3)
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Participant from India without accommodation
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:
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Other Overseas Participant
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₹12 000 (Twelve thousand Indian rupees)
₹ 5000 (Five thousand Indian rupees)
₹1500 (Rupees fifteen hundred Indian rupees)
$250 (Two hundred fifty US dollars)
$500 (Five hundred US dollars only)

For further information please contact Prafulla C. Kar, Convener, Forum on Contemporary Theory, Baroda, India.
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“The Centre caters to not only

academicians, but people
from diverse fields of life.
Instead of promoting ivory tower
intellectualism, the Centre has the
potential through its plan of action to go to

let ideas seep
into their minds. This Centre is not
established for converting
people to general semantics.
the midst of people and

Ideas can be disseminated, people can

new
possibilities and visions of
life can be introduced to people,
meet, interact and exchange views,

who live cloistered lives. New outlooks and
better ways of coping with life would emerge.”
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