
 
 

Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences, Baroda 
invites you to its programme 

 
Conversation around a Book / Concept:  

 CRITICAL HUMANITIES ACROSS CULTURES 

On  

Monday, 28 March 2022, at 4:00 P.M  
 

The conversation will be initiated by 
Prof. D. Venkat Rao, Prof. of English, EFLU, Hyderabad 

 

 
Abstract: The discourse of the humanities is a transplant of European heritage in cultures that 

faced colonialism. The humanities flourished from a religious soil and like Christianity the 

humanities expanded across the globe. Christianity transports the heritage of the West across 

the globe in secular attire. Is such a discourse a cultural universal? Do all cultures consolidate 

their reflections of being human in such a discourse? What kind of cultural forms are likely to 

emerge in cultures where the theological conception of human essence is not privileged? Can we 

inquire into cultural difference beyond the regional discourse of ethnology and configure 

European difference from another cultural background (say that of Indian or Chinese or Asian 

and African)? The critical thread of inquiry here is to explore how cultural thinking differs in 

differing continents of living thought (of Asia, Africa and Europe.)  Such an exploration can 

show why and how European concepts are not necessarily compatible with the creative reflective 

work of these other cultures. The future of the humanities in ‘non-European’ contexts is 

contingent upon: (i) the exploration of the cultural forms (in image, music, text and 

performative formats) of the divergent and countless communities that live on in these contexts; 

and (ii) in responding to the ways in which the discourse of humanities enframed them in the 

last three centuries. Critical Humanities Across Cultures initiates two related paths of such an 

inquiry: (i) to unravel the assumptions that govern European account about itself and through 

them its representations of other cultures like the Indian (Asian or African); (ii) to risk and open 

up inquiries into reflective practical traditions of non-European cultures which sustained a 

certain cultural reflective integrity in their locations and spread it beyond. (D. Venkat Rao) 

Venue: 

Balvant Parekh Centre For General Semantics and Other Human Sciences 

C-302, Siddhi Vinayak Complex, Behind Baroda Railway Station, Faramji Road, Baroda – 390007 (Gujarat) 

https://www.balvantparekhcentre.org 
Phone: +91-265-2320870 

 
For any query about the event please contact Dr. Gananath Dash (gananath57@gmail.com) 

 

All are welcome 
(Covid-19 norms will be followed) 
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