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CONCEPT NOTE 

The Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences was hosting the ‘Enigma Series’ of seminars from 2011 to 

2018. Now we embark upon a new seminar series: “Reading Literary Fiction in Our Time” beginning with a National Seminar on the 

Mahabharata, which we hope will interest scholars and academicians across disciplines. Our study of the Mahabharata shows it as an 

open-ended text offering inconclusive ending and multiple beginnings. The mahakavya includes multiple-nested dialogues and 

digressions that often differ from the core narrative, both in theme and style. The interaction of independent consciousnesses that 

characterises polyphonies like the Mahabharata can be found not only in the longer dialogic interludes as in the Bhagvad Gita but in all 

the akhyana and upakhyana. Looking at the various manuscripts and oral traditions, we find that translation into different regional 

languages and the elaboration of particular episodes in local traditions have greatly contributed to the dialogues in and surrounding the 

Mahabharata tradition. The seminar will provide a unique opportunity to explore the ‘polyphony’ nature of this great epic from various 

perspectives. 

 

DISTINGUISHED PLENARY SPEAKERS: Prof. Purushottam Agrawal & Prof. D. Venkat Rao 

Purushottam Agrawal is a British Academy fellow at Wolfson College, University of Cambridge. He has also been a visiting professor at 

the Faculty of Oriental studies, University of Cambridge and at El Colegio de Mexico. He was the Chairperson of the Centre of Indian 

Languages, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He writes both in Hindi and English. Akath Kahani Prem Ki: Kabir ki Kavita aur Un ka 

Samay (2009), Hindi Serai: Astrakhan via Yerevan (2013), Padmavat: An Epic Love Story (2018), Kabir, Kabir: The Early Modern Poet and 

Philosopher (2021), and Nacohus (2016), a novel are some of his notable works. He hosts the show Kitab on Rajya Sabha TV.  He will also 

deliver the ‘Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture' in the afternoon of 10 March 2022 in the Balvant Parekh Centre.  

D. Venkat Rao teaches at the English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad.  His recent works include India, Europe and the 

Question of Cultural Difference: The Apeiron of Relations (2021), Performative Reflections: Towards a Liveable Learning (2021), Critical 

Humanities from India: Contexts, Issues, Futures (2018), and Cultures of Memory in South Asia (2014) etc. He has translated a Telugu 

intellectual autobiography into English, The Last Brahmin (2007) and has designed several courses interfacing areas of culture, 

technology and literary and cultural studies.  He is the current editor of the Routledge Series on Critical Humanities across Cultures. 

 

SUBTHEMES: 

A list of subthemes is given below. They are only indicative, not exclusive. Participants should feel free to work on any theme within the 

larger area of epic polyphony.  

➢ Nivritti and Pravritti: Dharmic dialogue in the Mahabharata 

➢ Sutradhar: Un/reliable narrators in the Mahabharata 

➢ Mahabharata from the margins: Marginalised voices and retellings 

➢ Double-think, double-talk: Obfuscation in the Mahabharata 

➢ Performing the Mahabharata: Poetry, plays, cultic performance 

➢ Local Mahabharatas: Regional variations and traditions 

➢ Modern myths: the Mahabharata and nation-building 

➢ Smriti to silver screen: the Mahabharata in translations and adaptations 

REGISTRATION DETAILS: 

CALL FOR PAPERS: Papers are invited from scholars on broad theme(s) above (not exclusive) by 30. 01. 2022 (Abstract by 30.12.2021) 

REGISTRATION & FEES: Interested participants may register paying a fee of ₹ 5,000/ (five thousand) only by 15. 01. 2022. This amount will take care of the 

Seminar kit, lunch, and tea for participants during the seminar. Participants will have to arrange and pay for their own travel and accommodation. Those 

who need accommodation in the nearby hotel against payment may contact for facilitation in advance. Payment may be made by A/C Payee Cheque or 

Demand Draft in favour of ‘Balvant Parekh Centre for GS and OHS, Baroda’ payable in any Bank in Baroda. However, the ‘Balvant Parekh Distinguished 

Lecture’ to be delivered by Prof. Purushottam Agrawal in the afternoon of 10.03.22 is free to all. 

SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACT: The abstract of the paper in about 300 words may be submitted by 30. 12. 2021 as an email attachment to 

gananath57@gmail.com. The full paper, if selected, should reach by 30. 01. 2022 

CONTACT: For any further query, please contact Gananath Dash, Academic Fellow & Programme Coordinator, e-mail: gananath57@gmail.com,  

Phone: +91-9437056948 
Balvant Parekh Centre For General Semantics and Other Human Science 

C-302, Siddhi Vinayak Complex, Behind Baroda Railway Station, 

Faramji Road, Baroda – 390007 (Gujarat) 

https://www.balvantparekhcentre.org/ 

Phone: +91-265-2320870 
 

(Covid-19 norms shall be followed)  
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