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“The Centre caters to not only academicians, but people 
from diverse fields of life. Instead of promoting ivory 
tower intellectualism, the Centre has the potential through 

its plan of action to go to the midst of people and let ideas seep 
into their minds. This Centre is not established 

for converting people to general semantics. 

Ideas can be disseminated, people can meet, interact and exchange views, 

new possibilities and visions of life can be 
introduced to people, who live cloistered lives. New outlooks and 

better ways of coping with life would emerge.”

Balvant K. Parekh

Balvant Parekh Centre 
for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences
(2009 – 2019)
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Dear Friends,

I welcome you to go through this issue of the Year in Review (April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019) 
of the Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences. This issue 
marks a significant juncture as the Centre is celebrating its 10th anniversary. Personally, I feel 
that a quote by William H. Sharp (2015), “True wisdom is understanding that there is yet much 
we don’t know,” represents the vision of the Centre as well as that of General Semantics in a 
precise and clear manner. A key notion of General Semantics which the quotation aptly encodes 
is “Map is not the territory.” The vision of this Centre is to provide a platform where intellectual 
minds can get together to discuss and exchange ideas and to translate those ideas into practical 
action in real life. Such platforms are created through organizing programs such as national 
workshops, symposiums, seminars, conferences as well as lectures. Attempting to ensure that the 
participants of such events reap optimal benefits, the Centre organizes each event with emphasis 
on maximum interaction between the experts and the audience. It is important to note that the 
Centre has managed to organize such events to a large extent. Keeping up with this tradition, the 
Centre organized multiple programs this year too. To begin with, this academic year started out 
with a distinguished lecture by Prof. Rajeswari Sunder Rajan on “A Woman’s Worth” (30th July, 
2018). Prof. Sunder Rajan is Global Distinguished Professor at New York University, USA. The 
second event was a brainstorming session on “General Semantics in India: Prospects and Possibilities,” which was held during 
10-11 March, 2019 as part of the 10th Anniversary celebration of the Centre. The participants, who had organized GS programs in 
their institutions with support from the Centre, made many useful suggestions for strengthening the Centre’s activities across the 
country. We welcome their continued involvement in our activities in the future. 

Although I am new to the Centre, I have learned a lot about its activities and programs in Baroda as well as across the country. 
I had my first exposure to General Semantics during the Centre’s annual National Workshop held at Jeypore, Odisha. I had a 
lovely time in interacting with the fellow participants and graduate students at Vikram Deb College, the venue of the workshop. 
I tried my best to understand General Semantics through a theory of linguistics, called Generative Grammar, developed by Noam 
Chomsky. I think I am in a comfortable position to understand some of the subtle nuances of Generals Semantics through my 
linguistic training since GS has a significant language component. I could not attend any of the regional programs organized by 
the nodal centres, or the programs on art education organized in Baroda, but I strongly feel these programs have enriched the 
profile of Balvant Parekh Centre through expanding the scope of its offerings. I am planning to organize a national workshop in 
Gujarat University, Ahmedabad next year on Wittgensteinian thought and its impact on Korzybski. I am also beginning to learn 
new directions of critical theories through participation in the programs conducted by Forum on Contemporary Theory, which is 
a sister organization of Balvant Parekh Centre. I look forward to this year’s programs and I hope to contribute in my own modest 
way to the activities to be undertaken during this eventful year. I seek your co-operation and support towards this end.

Reena Ashem
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Any scholar with interest in General Semantics, allied disciplines and humanities can join Balvant Parekh Centre as a life member. 
The fee for life membership is Rs. 1000 (One Thousand only). The Centre’s library has a growing collection of books and also 
subscribes to many journals. The library has two sections: general and specialized. Books from the general section comprising 
fiction, poetry, biography, autobiography could be borrowed by life members who are residents of Baroda; each member is entitled 
to borrow one book at a time for a period of maximum two weeks on payment of Rs. 250 as refundable deposit. Books from the 
specialized section are to be read in the library and cannot be borrowed. The Centre does not allow photocopying of books of its 
library since most of the books are paperback editions. Photocopying, besides being a violation of copyright laws, causes damage 
to books, especially to the binding. We regret the inconvenience.

Membership Fee (along with an application for membership) should be sent to the Centre’s Office address through a bank draft 
payable at Baroda (please note that the issuing branch and drawee branch should be the same) favouring BALVANT PAREKH 
CENTRE FOR GS & OHS. However, local scholars in Baroda can pay in cash or by cheque. Application format is available at the 
website (http://balvantparekhcentre.org.in).

Name City State
Kalplata Hyderabad Telangana
Dewari Harsh Singh Baroda Gujarat
Kapadia aka Mayavanshi Paras Baroda Gujarat
Goswami Parth D Baroda Gujarat
Bornalisa Buragohain Dibrugarh Assam
Patel Priyansh D. Baroda Gujarat
Nagarsurkar Nikhil S Baroda Gujarat
Shashichandra Desai Baroda Gujarat
Prakhar Vidyarthi Baroda Gujarat
Amul Macwan Baroda Gujarat
Panchal Devansh Mahendra Baroda Gujarat
Khyati Bharatbhai Rathwa Baroda Gujarat
Ayush Sharma Baroda Gujarat
Yograjsinh J. Sisodia Baroda Gujarat
Kavita B. Parmar Baroda Gujarat
Bariya Krupal Z Baroda Gujarat
Gohil Nilamba P Baroda Gujarat
Mital P. Solanki Rajkot Gujarat
Viral Parekh Baroda Gujarat
Saurav Kumar Varanasi U P

Name City State
Dipesh Karmarkar Thane Maharashtra
Jaydip Ratnabhai Parmar Baroda Gujarat
Rahevar Ravirajsinh JayendraSinh Baroda Gujarat
Aniruddh H. Desai Baroda Gujarat
Garvit Yyas Bhopal M P
Sumika Vyas Bhopal M P
Krunalkumar Pankajkumar Kher Baroda Gujarat
Rahul Badgujar Baroda Gujarat
Harshil C. Sutariya Baroda Gujarat
Deep Vadsola Baroda Gujarat
Ronakkumar Jagubhai Patel     Baroda Gujarat
Nirav A. Patel               Valsad Gujarat
Siddharth Chaudhari Baroda Gujarat
Zeel Modi Baroda Gujarat
Miloni Rakshak Rajpura Baroda Gujarat
Geeta Hashmukhbhai Makwana Baroda Gujarat
Manan Jambusaria Baroda Gujarat
Twarit Golani Baroda Gujarat
Neeraj Kadamboor Baroda Gujarat
Alkesh Mansingbhai Machhar Baroda Gujarat      

Please do visit our website (http://balvantparekhcentre.org.in) to get acquainted with the previous and forthcoming events of the 
Centre. Through the website you may also get access to the list of books available at the Centre’s library. The website also carries 
reports and announcements of the activities and events of the Centre. We would be happy to get suggestions for improving your 
access to information on the website. You may also follow us on our official Facebook page or write to us, and remain acquainted 
with the updates on future academic events and research projects, to our official Gmail account, balvantparekhcentre@gmail.com.

    Facebook url: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100010474093977 (BPC Baroda)

    Twitter Handle: @bpc_baroda

You may now access our library book lists from our website. So far we have a collection of more than 3500 books. This year, the 
centre has bought more than 300 books on various interdisciplinary theoretical concerns. Audio recordings of the lectures are 
available with BPC Archive.

Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought
Due to some unavoidable circumstances this year’s issue (Issue 7) of the journal has been delayed. However, we are working on 
to bring out the current issue of the journal as soon as possible.

Membership of the Centre

New Life Members of the Centre

Stay Connected with Us: Website and Social Media
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Reena Ashem joined the Centre as an Academic Fellow on the 12th November, 2018. She has a doctoral degree in Linguistics from 
the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi. The topic of her research was “Prosodic Words in Meiteilon: Morpho-Syntactic Influences 
on Morpho-Phonological Well-Formedness.” Her broader research interest lies in questioning the notion of how the grammatical 
modules of phonology, morphology and syntax interface with one another. In purview of this question, she critically assesses the 
notion of “word” and its different formation processes, which have implications on the phonological realisation of words. Through 
such study, she attempts to understand the interface mechanism between the grammatical modules. She is also interested in 
documentary movies based on social and cultural issues. She studied in Lady Keane College, Shillong for her B.A. degree, and 
subsequently at the University of Delhi for her M.A. and M. Phil degrees.

Udayprakash Sharma, who was working in the Centre as an Academic Associate, has been granted lien for one year since May 31, 
2018 to join the Liberal Studies Program at Karnavati University, Gandhinagar as an Assistant Professor in Political Science. In the 
meantime, he has received a PhD degree in Political Science from the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. We wish him all 
the best in his new position. 

Our Libraries
Our two libraries (Forum’s and Balvant Parekh Centre’s) constitutes the most important part of the two Centres. They are operating 
from the same space and managed by the same staff. They are open from 10 am to 6 pm, Monday through Saturday. They have 
two large reading rooms, and more than eleven thousand books, which are mostly recent publications. While the library of Forum 
on Contemporary Theory is mostly meant for use by researchers dealing with specific areas of theoretical emphasis, the library 
of Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences is open for general readers; however over the years 
it too has acquired some books on highly specialized field such as religious and cultural studies, science studies, health studies, 
and, of course, general semantics. In addition to these areas, it has been trying to build a collection of writings on India including 
works of award-winning writers. We invite you to make use of our rich collection and our space for lively discussion and debate.

New Appointment

Leave of Absence
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Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture

As part of the Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture Series, Rajeswari Sunder Rajan, Global Distinguished Professor, New York 
University spoke on “A Woman’s Worth,” on 30 July 2018. 
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National Symposium

General Semantics in India: Possibilities and Prospects

Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human 
Sciences organized a national symposium on “General Semantics in 
India: Possibilities and Prospects” during March 10-11, 2019 to mark 
the beginning of the tenth anniversary celebrations of its founding. 
Representatives from its nodal centres and from the institutions 
where General Semantics programs were held with support from 
Balvant Parekh Centre participated in the event.  Devkumar Trivedi, 
a member of the Board of Trust of the Centre and an expert in General 
Semantics and TRS Sharma, whose book Reading Alfred Korzybski 

Through Inter-Theoretic Explorations: Indian and 
Western received the 2018 Hayakawa Book 
Prize from the Institute of General Semantics, 
USA were the special invitees for the event. Mr. 
Trivedi’s plenary talk titled “To Know or Not to 
Know is the Question,” puts forth a blueprint for 
building bridges between knowing and doing. 
During his talk, he reminded the importance of 
‘evaluating’ the work done by Balvant Parekh 
Centre so that path-breaking ideas for reinforcing 
the future activities and long-term plans for 
new initiatives would emerge. According to 
Mr. Trivedi, while the Centre has made a mark 
on the map of higher learning, it could also 
think of diversifying the scope of the practical 

applicability of general semantics to everyday lives. Pravesh Jung Golay from the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences 
at IIT Bombay problematized the presumed divide 
between knowing and doing and probed into the 
notion of time-binding in search of a site to juxtapose 
these two. How to time-bind general semantics 
in order to make it pertinent as a way of thinking, 
doing and being came up in the presentations of 
other participants as well. Dipesh Karmarkar spoke 
about the steps taken by CHM College Nodal Centre 
to explore the disciplinary diversity implicit in 
General Semantics. E. Raja Rao, former Professor of 
English at Berhampur University and an organizer of 
several GS programs had some concrete suggestions 
for reaching out to such diverse groups of people 
as house wives, primary school teachers, police 
and other government officials, artists and others 
through a more practice/context oriented approach 
conducted in regional languages. The practice/ 

context oriented approach was further elaborated in the presentation 
of Geetha Bhasker from Bangalore University. Rashmi Tikkoo, from 
LAD & Smt. R.P. College for Women, Nagpur drew a parallel between 
Vipassana Meditation and silent practices in GS; her suggestion was to 
discover the possibilities of GS as a tool for self-improvement and social 
welfare. Deepti Gupta from Panjab University took this idea forward by 
incorporating concrete pedagogic plans in her presentation; she looked 
into the uses of GS in communication, soft-skill training and similar 
fields. D. R. Purohit from HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar, was of the 
view that employing the local performative tradition of Uttarakhand, 
which is full of humour and satire to convey this philosophy, would 
make it appealing to a larger audience. Taking a cue from him, Surekha 
Dangwal from the same university talked about teaching GS in and 
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outside classrooms through texts, literature, art and 
theatre. Explaining the experiments of teaching 
GS and incorporating it in the research program at 
Saurashtra University and its affiliated colleges, Sanjay 
Mukherjee made suggestions based on the feedback 
from the faculty and students how to make GS a 
useful pedagogical tool for effective communication 
in society. Rakesh Desai from Veer Narmad South 
Gujarat University proposed that the Centre should 
involve scholars from the nodal Centres to prepare 
study materials for GS that would comprise simple 
and culturally familiar explanations of GS terms and 
concepts. Gananath Dash reminded the importance of 
GS as a cosmopolitan impulse in a highly conflictual 
contemporary world and emphasized its utility in 
reinforcing the practices of harmony, peace and 
tolerance. TRS Sharma, while reviving the memories 
of writing a book on inter theoretic explorations between GS and streams of thought from India, called attention to the need 

to strengthen a dialogic exchange between GS and systems of 
knowledge from this part of the world. 

The Symposium, in its intensive deliberations came up 
with ideas for making the General Semantics method more 
applicable and easy to internalize. Besides approaching General 
Semantics with a trans-disciplinary focus, the participants felt the need to investigate further the practical benefits of the subject. 

Many iterated the need for designing simple introductory 
study material and customizing it for diverse audience.

The symposium ended with a cultural program with classical songs 
sung by Aparna Vijayan, Kathak dance by Manjiri Patvardhan and 
her group as well as poetry reading by some of the local poets 
from Baroda.



7

National Workshop
Pedagogy of General Semantics as a Mode of Communication
30-31 March 2019 at Vikram Deb Autonomous College, Jeypore, Odisha

The Workshop illustrated a precise idea on how the key notions of 
General Semantics can prove beneficial to the college and university 
teachers as well as students during their teaching and learning 
experience. In this workshop, the concepts such as ‘time-binding’, 

‘map is not the territory’ and ‘structural differential’ were discussed 
at length.  The workshop began with an inaugural session in which 
a booklet of select articles on General Semantics titled Pedagogy of 
General Semantics as a Mode of Communication was released. The session 
was chaired by Rachana Acharya, Principal of the college. The booklet 

was compiled and edited by Niladrinath Das, the local co-ordinator of the program. E. Raja Rao, former Professor of English, 
Berhampur University was the academic convener of the program. Sura Prasad Rath, Professor of English at the University of 
North Texas, Dallas gave the keynote address 
titled “Language of Miscommunication: Identity/ 
Difference and Mapping the Field of General 
Semantics.” 

After the inauguration, each speaker discussed 
various aspects of General Semantics as 
pedagogical tools. For example, Bini B.S., 
Academic Fellow Balvant Parekh Centre spoke 
on ‘language, knowledge and time-binding’. 
Her second talk was on ‘structural differential’; 
Gannath Dash further elaborated this concept 
by using the map devised by Korzybski. Reena 
Ashem, Academic Fellow at Balvant Parekh 
Centre, expanded the scope of General Semantics 

Keynote speech by Sura P Rath

Release of the booklet
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studies by bringing in the Chomskian view of language, specifically his notion of Generative Grammar. E. Raja Rao and Kalidas 
Mishra further expanded that scope by bringing in pedagogy of communication and translation into the field of General Semantics.

 The workshop was attended by senior teachers of English from Odisha and students from the host institution. The discussion 
was lively and fruitful. The cultural program, mostly the dance and music performance by students and teachers of the college, 
was something to cherish for all time. 

With the student-performers

My Engagement with General Semantics: Experience of a Decade
Gananath Dash

When I look back how I stumbled upon General Semantics as a system-discipline about eleven years back, my mind is filled with 
incidents and people that gradually shaped it towards looking at life from a different angle. I was fortunate to attend a workshop 
at the Forum during 3-5 November 2007 on the theme “Cognitive Language Skills for the 21st Century.” It focused on language as 
a basic tool of the time-binding and an instrument to lessen human conflict. It was conducted by Andrea J. Johnson and Steven E. 
Stockdale, the President and Executive Director of IGS respectively and specialists in the area and the right persons to introduce 
General Semantics to the new comers like me. The workshop was particularly about the type of language needed for the 21st 
century to avoid much of the confusion in our interpersonal and intrapersonal relationships, misunderstanding between peoples 
and races and nations, which fascinated me to apply it as a significant tool in my classroom teaching. I attended the workshop 
organized by the Balvant Parekh Centre during 28-31 October 2009 on the theme “Towards an Ecology of Knowledge” conducted 
by Prof. Lance Strate, the Executive Director of IGS. He clarified many of the doubts about General Semantics vis-à-vis the language 
used in many socio-political-cultural contexts that create disharmony, disbelief and distrust among us today. It made me aware of 
what language can do, though more or less we know what we do with language.

This encouraged me to make further study to know the various problems related to language and human communication. I 
became a member of the International Institute of General Semantics, Texas, USA. I learnt that at that time I was the 2nd member 
from India of the IGS, only second to great Balvant Parekh. I procured some books and resource materials from the IGS for 
further study. My proposal for a Major Research Project on General Semantics was accepted by the UGC. The broad theme of the 
project “Reorienting the Structure of Language and Communication Practice: A Scientific, Non-Aristotelian General Semantics 

Approach” was funded by the UGC for the period 2011-2014.  The UGC also funded a National 
Workshop on General Semantics in 2012 which was organized in F M Autonomous College, Balasore 
in collaboration with Balvant Parekh Centre on the theme “General Semantics and Pedagogy: 
Application of General Semantics for Professional Skills Enhancement” during 28 February –1 
March 2012. I was the coordinator and one of the resource persons of the workshop. The Advanced 
National Workshop on General Semantics organized by Balvant Parekh Centre during 28-30 January 
2013 was an eye opener in many ways. The workshop conducted by Bruce I. Kodish was highly 
interactive and lively as most of the participants have had attended seminars/workshops on General 
Semantics and were exposed to ideas before and were in know of many things which was clear from 
the presentations they made during the workshop and their responses in the interactive sessions. 
Bruce had provided the participants links to about fifty articles, which helped form a comprehensive 
knowledge of General Semantics and its application in life situations.
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I attended the National Symposium organized by the Balvant Parekh Centre around 10-12 March 2019 that focused on the plans 
and perspectives of carrying forward the study of General Semantics in India. Experiences narrated by participants from various 
parts of the country in fact showed how this system-discipline could be applied in different areas and contexts – as a method in 
classroom teaching, for self development and a tool of positive thinking, communication, critical thinking, problem solving, teacher 
training, establishing global citizenship, crisis management, creating verbal awareness and conducting outreach programmes 
etc.  General Semantics could also be used as a method in course-designing and materials production, management, training of 
police personnel and also as a Rational Emotive Therapy (RET) etc. I attended the National Workshop organized by Vikram Deb 
Autonomous College, Jeypore Odisha in collaboration with Balvant Parekh Centre during 29-30 March 2019 as a resource person 
and made a presentation on “Structural Differential and the Human Abstracting Process” using Korzybski’s model.

I strongly believe that the best way to know a subject is to teach it. As a teacher of English language and literature I had the advantage 
and an opportunity to use it as a method in classroom teaching and incorporating it in the syllabi for the undergraduate classes. 
We introduced General Semantics as a unit in the Language Paper for the students of English Major in Fakir Mohan Autonomous 
College. Further, General Semantics has been introduced in the revised UGC-CBCS English syllabus of Fakir Mohan University 
for the Undergraduate Arts, Science and Commerce as a paper named Language Skills for SEC - I and Advanced Language Skills 
for SEC – II. The subjects are taught in more than 80 Undergraduate colleges under the university. I have encouraged my PhD 
scholars to adopt General Semantics as a method in their research projects. In fact three of my scholars – Bibhutibhsan Dash, Ajay 
Kumar Pradhan and Nikunja Sa – have been awarded PhD by Fakir Mohan University on GS related topics. They have applied 
General Semantics methods for their study on Re-designing Curriculum, Lesson Planning, developing teaching techniques for 
teaching Communication to management and engineering students and Language study in technical institutions. Sthitipragyan 
Dash, one of my students and a participant at the Balasore Workshop went for Media Studies after her graduation and in 2018 she 
was invited by the New York Society of General Semantics to deliver a talk in the 66th edition of the Alfred Korzybski Memorial 
Lecture in New York. She talked on “Wisdom Tradition: Decoding Derailment” using General Semantics as a method. I have 
visited some nearby colleges as part of my MRP project to collect data and also to address students and staff of the college on the 
need of developing a General Semantics orientation in our thought, action, behaviour and language use in day to day life to get 
over much of the confusion and tension prevailing in the society today. I have also used principles of GS as an approach to deal 
with many day to day problems of the administration in the University when I served as the Registrar. I feel that my little efforts 
to encourage my students to develop an interest in General Semantics have shown some results.

My interaction with IGS as a member helped Fakir Mohan Autonomous College being recognized by the IGS as a prospective place 
for growth of GS study. The IGS has provided resource books and some CDs to the college for the use by the students and teachers. 
With my request the Principal has taken steps to provide some space in their library for establishing a ‘General Semantics Corner’ 
utilizing the overhead amount received from the UGC for my Major Project. I have also promised to provide some books to the 
GS Corner. It will greatly help those who want to make further study on GS. Organizing any programme on GS -- a workshop or 
a seminar, or any short course – in this part of Odisha will be very easy now.

With a view to reaching a larger audience I have delivered a number of talks and a few PPT presentations in National and State 
Level seminars and workshops, Orientation and Teacher training programmes, Faculty Development programmes and Annual 
Meet of the State Level NSS and Youth Red Cross volunteers in different colleges and institutes like Fakir Mohan University, 
NIT Rourkela, BCET, Fakir Mohan Autonomous College, Karanjia Autonomous College, MPC Autonomous College, Balasore 
Association of English Studies, SSB Egra College (WB), Remuna College, Betnoti College, Chandbali College and workshops 
conducted by BPC etc. Some of them have been published in different journals. A short list is provided below:

1.  Teaching as a subversive activity

2.  Integration of the verbal and the non-verbal modes of communication as a useful teaching technique: a ‘general semantic’ 
approach(Published)

3.  Be aware of words….

4.  An Introduction to Communication: A General Semantic Approach

5.  A General Semantics approach to classroom Communication (Published)

6.  General Semantics: An Overview (Published)

7.  General Semantics: A way of life? (Published)

8.  A vocation to the future: A General Semantics Approach

9.  General Semantics: A teaching tool (Published)

10.  Theorizing cosmopolitanism, practicing General Semantics: Making world citizenship attainable (Published)

11.  Language Matters (Published)

12.  Structural Differential and the process of Abstraction

13.  Language, Literature and Humanities in a Digital World

14.  Language Teaching for Undergraduate Classes

15.  Language Awareness: A need for survival in the 21st century
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16.  Language and Human Communication

17.  Towards Sanity (PPT)

18.  Verbal Awareness (PPT)

19.  General Semantics (PPT)

20.  Language Behaviour (PPT)

21.  General Semantics and Scientific Use of Language (PPT)

Compared to the vast areas that General Semantics could be applied as a method-discipline, my engagement with it is still wanting 
in many respects, particularly in its application and practice in our dreary daily existence. Much is needed to be done at the 
personal level extending it to the group and community for a change in the approach and mindset that Korzybski considered a 
prerequisite for bringing ‘sanity’ in the already devastating world as ours.

Report on the Events at Nodal Centre for General Semantics (2018-2019)
The Nodal Centre for General Semantics (NCGS) in Smt. CHM College, Ulhasnagar, completed five years in the academic year 
2018-2019. The centre conducted two certificate courses during this academic year which aimed at augmenting the socio-political 
relevance of General Semantics. The two courses are: “Sensible Thinking for the Complex World: A General Semantics Approach” 
and “Approaching Nationalism in Constitutional Framework:  A Course in Applied General Semantics.” Brief descriptions on each 
course based on Coordinator Dipesh Karmarkar’s report are as follows:

Certificate Course on “Sensible Thinking for the Complex World: A General Semantics Approach”

This course was conducted in a single phase between 1st March, 2019 and 25th March, 
2019 with a total duration of 60 hours and 15 students. During the introductory session, 
Dipesh Karmarkar discussed the fundamental question of ‘What makes us Human?’ and 
introduced the notion of sanity and insanity and the role of assumptions creating such 
a difference. By discussing the concepts of Two Worlds (the real and the perceived) he 
discussed the problem with languagising and the need for scientific attitude. Making the 
students come face-to-face with the inner-processes of the mind that form the views and 
opinions, Jayshree Panickerelaborately discussed Rational Emotive Behaviour Therapy 
(REBT) originally developed by Albert Ellis. In line of this discussion, Panicker talked 
about specific behavioural issues including anger, violence as well as indecisiveness 
and discussed the strategies for effecting stress management. Bringing in the key notions of General Semantics (GS) framework, 
Samuel Wesley talked about the concept of time-binding and its importance in GS. He talked about different levels of time-binding 
and significance of taking responsibility of one’s time-binding.

Karmarkar engaged a session on the process of abstracting and discussed the role of brain and nervous system in creating 
perceptions and producing meanings while elaborating further on the notions of GS. He also discussed how the understanding 
of general semantics can help transforming the climate change awareness into effective actions. Chandrasheel Tambe lectured 
on the key concepts of GS by discussing the problem of identity and conflicts in the contemporary discourse and stressed on 
the multiplicity of identities and the political narrative of identity-creation. Emphasising specific issues faced by the college-

going youngsters, Ms. Vandana Solanki discussed about problems of ragging, bullying 
and drug abuse. Wesley discussed the concept of non-verbal awareness with reference to 
its significance in challenging its assumptions and talked about contemplating as well as 
sensory awareness as vital tools in developing non-verbal awareness. He further talked 
about the difference between intensional and extensional orientation and emphasised how 
extensional orientation can enhance communication by addressing issues involved with 
language. He also talked about various extensional techniques and devices like delayed 
evaluation, indexing, hyphenating, and use of etc. Sitara Menon talked about the concept 
of gender and differences among the feelings of 
infatuation, attraction and love. Here, she focused 
on building responsible human relationships. While 

tracing the contours of Aristotelian and non-Aristotelian system, Deepa Mishra emphasised 
the ways of using language more effectively. In this context, she discussed the concepts of 
non-identity, non-elementalism, non-allness and self-reflexive mapping. Integrating the 
knowledge of Arts in the certificate course, Mahendra Damle lectured on ‘being creative’. 
The first certificate course was concluded with Karmarkar initiating a group discussion on 
‘What did Korzybski Want?’ Through the discussions, all students revisited Korzybski’s 
quest for humane living by revising the fundamental tenets of general semantics system. 
Here, the students expressed their views on how GS played a vital role in reorienting their 
thinking and enabled them to think and act sensibly; preparing themselves for life.

With Mahendra Damle

With Dipesh Karmarkar

With Vandana Solanki 
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Certificate Course on “Approaching Nationalism in Constitutional Framework: A Course in Applied General Semantics”

The second Certificate Course on “Approaching Nationalism in Constitutional 
Framework: A Course in Applied General Semantics” was conducted by 
the NCGS to explore and understand the phenomena with tools of General 
Semantics. It aimed at proposing academic intervention and nurturing of human 
resource to engage the complex world of our imagination in terms of nationalism 
and constitution in India. Similar to the first course, the second one was also 
conducted in a single phase between 13th March, 2019 and 27th March, 2019 with 
a total duration of 30 hours and 30 students. The study-material consisted of 
extracts of writings on nationalism by Mahatma Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore, 
Babasaheb Ambedkar and Romila Thapar. The course was relevant to the current 
debate over nationalism and constitutional values. It helped inculcate the rational 
approach embodied in the Constitution of India to overcome the individual crisis. 
It also offered the perspective to look at the trajectory of nationalism in India 
from General Semantics Approach and locate the discourse in the constitutional 
framework.  Karmarkar started the course by discussing the fundamental tenets of General Semantics in reference to the post-

Pulwama crisis of nationalism. Here, Tambe lectured on the concept nationalism 
by discussing the meaning and types of nationalism as well as talked about the 
history of nationalism taking insights from Ambedkar as well as Romila Thapar. 
He argued how the evolution of nationalism can be understood in time-binding 
perspective; how the concept and movements of nationalism adapted to the 
challenges of the time. He further talked about the meaning and philosophy 
of Indian Constitution, in the context of which the contemporary narrative of 
nationalism needs to be examined.

The guest speaker Namita Nimbalkar engaged sessions on the ideas of Gandhi 
and Tagore on nationalism and its role in shaping the character of Indian 
Nationalism. Another guest speaker Harshad Bhosale elaborately discussed on 
the issues and problems of nationalism with numerous contemporary examples 
of Indian Nationalism. After exposing students to the fundamentals of General 

Semantics, Nationalism and Indian Constitution, they were encouraged to establish a connection between General Semantics, 
Nationalism, and Indian Constitution with the current events in the country. Tambe and Karmarkar focused on linking General 
Semantics, Nationalism and Indian Constitution, and understand the connections and gaps among them. Here, Tambe discussed 
the ongoing debates on Constitution as well as nationalism and Karmarkar discussed how the Constitution has been interpreted 
and miss-interpreted by people and groups to fit-in their version of nationalism in it.  Karmarkar then discussed how General 
Semantics can be used to understand these debates and interpretations. The students were made aware of how differentiating 
assumptions from facts in different versions of nationalism is significant and how 
delayed reaction and use of extensional devices help us better understand what is 
being spoken and written in the public domain. During the feedback session, the 
need to draft a memorandum on nationalism, constitution and general semantics by 
mentioning clearly what needs to be done at individual and public level to establish 
sanity in thoughts and actions was brought about. Initiated by Tambe, the students 
of the Course did a brainstorming discussion on the draft of the Memorandum. 
They prepared the first draft during the sessions. The work of properly wording 
and framing this Memorandum, so as to declare it in the public domain, is still on. 
This Memorandum is the product of the Certificate Course and aims at contributing 
actively towards the efforts of nation-building in India.

With Harshad Bhosale

With Namita Nimbalkar

With Chandrasheel Tambe  

Hayakawa Book Prize 2018

We would like to congratulate TRS Sharma, a former Senior 
Research Fellow at Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics 
and Other Human Sciences, for receiving the 2018 Hayakawa 
Book Prize from the Institute of General Semantics, USA for his 
book Reading Alfred Korzybski through Inter-Theoretic Explorations: 
Indian and Western, published by Pencraft International, Delhi in 
collaboration with the Centre. The prize was awarded during the 
annual Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture held at Princeton Club 
in New York City, USA on October 26, 2018.  Although TRS could 
not attend the award function, the cash prize and the plaque of 
commemoration were sent to him to Mysore where he lives. 
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Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics & 
Other Human Sciences has expanded its activities to 
include Art Education in schools in Baroda through 
a series of collaborative and participative programs 
for children and educators. During this year (2018-
2019), it has conducted two such programs. The first 
one, called “Rang Rang Vadalia” (Colorful Clouds), 
consisted of multiple programs which took place in 
different phases. The first phase was a workshop 
called “Rang Rang Vadalia” (Experimental Workshop) 
which was held on 25th August, 2018 for the primary 
school children of Kendriya Vidyalaya, Harni, 
Vadodara. Since this workshop was on the eve of 
Rakshabandhan, the children were introduced to 
simpler ways of drawing Rakhi with basic shapes 
in crayons on paper. Such an exercise ensured the 
session to be more collaborative and engaging. The 

title of the workshop was taken from a line from the Gujarati poet Sundaram.

The second phase of the workshop was organized at Spandan: A School for the 
Intellectually Challenged, Vadodara on 3rd October, 2018. This workshop was titled 
“Mari Mati-na Mara Shri Ganesh” (My Ganesha of my own Soil). Yash Vyas, a student 
from Department of Sculpture, Faculty of Fine Arts, M. S. University of Baroda 
introduced the students 
to techniques of using 
red clay in making 
the Ganesha idol. 
The participants were 
students of different 
age groups. The second 
phase is still a part of 
the ongoing series of 
art-workshops which 
targets children with 
learning disabilities; 
hence it is organized at 
Spandan. Initially, the 
second phase started 
out as a monthly 
workshop but it soon 
became a fortnightly 

event which takes place on every alternate Wednesday. Using bare minimum resources, the workshops aim at facilitating students 
discover their creative potential. So far, the sessions have explored drawing and coloring shapes based on objects present in our 
immediate natural environment such as clouds, trees, body parts, toys etc. Apart from art, the workshop also includes a segment 
where participants discuss about their respective areas of study.

The second event was a workshop on “Aakaaroni Aaspaas-Chopaas” (In and Around Shapes) aiming at revisiting, rethinking the 
basic objectives behind imparting art education amongst 
school teachers organized at the Centre on 23 February 2019 
in collaboration with Nutan Bal Shikshan Sangh, Vadodara. 
The Centre got special permission from Nagar Prathmik 
Shikshan Samiti (NPSS), Vadodara for organizing this event. 
The workshop attempted to sensitize pre-primary school 
teachers, mostly from government schools, with the importance 
of art in learning at the very nascent stage. The teachers were 
introduced to art activities that would enable them to rethink 
art as an effective tool of learning; for example, innovative 
ways of drawing, painting and craft. The workshop was jointly 
conducted by Komal Thakar Soni, an independent Art & Craft 
teacher; Rachana Dave, Secretary of Nutan Bal Shikshan Sangh; 
and Piyush Thakkar, Academic Associate of the Centre. In 
addition to drawing, the participants were also introduced to 
making wall hangings through craft papers.

Collaborative Workshops on Art Education with Baroda Schools
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A Two-Day Event on “Art: The Basis of Education”: March 22 and 23, 2019

A National Workshop on “Art: The Basis of Education” was organized at the Centre 
during 22 -23 March 2019. Bindu Prasad, a clinical psychologist, child and family 
therapist and special educator based in Delhi and Naman Ahuja, Professor and 
Dean at School of Art and Aesthetics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and 
co-editor of Marg Publications were the resource persons. The eminent painter 
and poet Gulammohammed Sheikh delivered the inaugural talk. This workshop 

was organized around the ideas of 
Devi Prasad (1921-2011), a pioneering 
artist-potter, visionary educationist, 
a photographer and a pacifist. 
Specifically, it was based on his book 
Art: The Basis of Education (1998), an 
outcome of his practical experience 
of Child Art and Education. It 
also explored various ways to 
encourage the creativity among 
children without the need to force a 
curriculum. Bindu Prasad conducted 
three intensive sessions of which two 
were devoted to understanding the 
present status of art education and 
the problems faced by the teachers 
in the schools. The participants were 
made to work in groups and make 
a book or a wall paper collectively 
with the perspective of how children 
might make it. Thus, they came up 
with books and wall papers which 
narrated and addressed diverse 
themes using varied visual devices by the end of the workshop. 

The keynote lecture, delivered by Naman P. Ahuja on “Paving the Roadmap for Indian 
Art Education: Devi Prasad,” gave a brief overview on the making of Devi Prasad 
and addressed the debates about indigenism and universalism. He also discussed 
how institutions like Santiniketan were open to internationalism and yet remained 

interested in an association with 
the local. Further, he talked about 
Devi Prasad’s well-understood 
view of a person’s relationship 
with work, labour, materials and 
needs lay at the basis of his vision 
for a peaceful and creative society. 
Indrapramit Roy and Deeptha 
Achar from the Departments of 
Painting and English respectively 
of Maharaja Sayajirao University 
of Baroda, Gujarat, spoke on the 
illustrated books for children in 
tandem with the book making 
and wall paper designing project. 
Naman Ahuja delivered the 
Valedictory Address, chaired 
by Bindu Prasad. Most of the 
participants came from small 
towns of Gujarat. The workshop 
was conducted in co-operation 
from Nutan Bal Shikshan Sangh, 
Vadodara. Piyush Thakkar from 
the Centre was the convener of 
the program.

Some participants

Binduben with Indrapramit Roy and Deeptha Achar

Binduben with G M Sheikh and Naman Ahuja

A part of the audience

National Workshop
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The following four programs were conducted by Gujarati Sahitya Parishad, Ahmedabad in collaboration with Balvant Parekh 
Centre: 

a) Patra–Sarita (2 June 2018), held at the Centre, focused on reading of 
personal letters written by eminent persons from different walks 
of life expressing varied emotions in acutely critical moments. 
The letters from Kasturba, Charlie Chaplin, Rabindranath Tagore, 
Bhagat Singh, Vinod Bhatt and Shirish Panchal were read by 
young amateur theatre persons like Paulin Shah, Neeta Joshi, 
Brijesh Panchal, Alpa Joshi, Brinda Bhojak, Jay Makwana, Sanket 
Dongre, Aadarsh Chauhan and Kaushal Mehta. Shirish Panchal, 
the Gujarati writer, and P. S. Chari, the theatre director, presided 
over the session. The program was conceived by Neeta Joshi and 
Brijesh Panchal under the guidance of Sitanshu Yashaschandra, 
the president of Gujarati Sahitya Parishad, Ahmedabad.

b) Sahas-Sahitya Satra (28 Februay to 2 March 2019) was held 
at Navsari Agriculture University, Navsari focusing upon 
literatures of adventure. Nikhil Mori, the poet, academician 
and mountaineer was its convener.  Travel writers were invited 

to share their experiences of adventures and how they 
were narrated in their writings. These writers included 
Manmohan Singh Bawa, novelist and travelogue writer in 
Punjabi; Aparna Prabhudesai, climber of Everest; Chaula 
Jagirdar; and Janantik Shukla, filmmaker. The travelogues 
like Bish Hazar Meel Lambi Yatra, Pedal Par Prithvi Parkamma 
and Ame 26 were also discussed. Janantik Shukla showed his 
film, “Mile & More: Chasing Himalayan Dream” during the 
program; Aparna Prabhdesai presented a slide show of her 
photographs of mountaineering expedition and Hashmukh 
Joshi, the trekker to Himalaya shared his experiences of 
mountaineering. Lastly, Jayant Meghani illustrated ways 
of reading different kinds of Maps. The students, who had 
made a 6 km long walk on the seaside from Machhiwad, 
Navsari to Dandi, also participated in the program.

c) An Evening with Manmohan Singh Bawa (6 March 2019) took 
place at the Centre. A celebrated cartographer, graphic 
designer and mountaineer, Manmohan Singh Bawa, spoke on 
his award winning book Bish Hazar Meel Lambi Yatra, which 
includes his experience on trekking through Himalayas. The 
session was chaired by Sitanshu Yashaschandra. 

Miscellaneous Collaborative Programs in Regional Language

d)  Jaishankar Bhojak ‘Sundari’  Vishe Vyakhyan ane Juni 
Rangbhumina Geeto (27 March 2019) held at the Centre 
on the eve of World Theatre Day focused upon Gujarati 
theatre. It also included old-style theatre songs sung by 
young enthusiasts. Brijesh Panchal, a young Gujarati 
poet and dramatist, spoke on Jaishankar Bhojak 
‘Sundari’, the legendary theatre person. Jagdish Bhatt, 
the octogenarian actor of old-style Gujarati theatre 
reminisced his days with theatre as well as with 
Sundari. The program was conceived by Neeta Joshi 
and presided over by Sitanshu Yashaschandra.
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Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences: 
A Chronological History of Events
Antecedents
November 2005: Prafulla C. Kar and Sitanshu Y. Mehta met Balvant Parekh in Mumbai to request him for some financial support 
for Forum on Contemporary Theory.

July 20, 2006: Naming of FCT Library as Balvant K. Parekh Library and Conference Hall in the presence of Balvantbhai and his 
daughter Kalpanaben

November 3-5, 2007: The First National Workshop on General Semantics titled “Cognitive Language Skills in the 21st Century” as 
part of FCT’s annual workshop was held in Baroda. The workshop was conducted by Steve Stockdale and Andrea Johnson from 
the Institute of General Semantics, USA.

January, 2008: A special number of ETC: A Review of General Semantics on  “General Semantics in India” (Vol. 65, No.1), dedicated to 
Balvantbhai Parekh, was published by the Institute of General Semantics.

May 5-10, 2008: First General Semantics Certificate Course was held in the Department of English, University of Mumbai (Faculty: 
Prafulla C. Kar, Devkumar Trivedi and Deepa Mishra).

June, 2008: The Board of Trust of FCT renamed its Centre for Contemporary Theory as Centre for Contemporary Theory and 
General Semantics as the nodal centre to disseminate the study of General Semantics in India.

July to October, 2008: A three-month Certificate Course on “Applied General Semantics” was conducted by the Centre at H.M. 
Patel Institute of English, Vallabh Vidyanagar. 

November 17, 2008: Centre for Contemporary Theory and General Semantics was shifted to its present location at Siddhi Vinayak 
Complex, which was purchased with support from Balvant Parekh.

December 4-6, 2008: Second Certificate Course on General Semantics was held at Department of English, Panjub University, 
Chandigarh (Faculty: Prafulla C. Kar, Devkumar Trivedi, Pravesh Jung Golay and Deepti Gupta).

March 15, 2009: Inauguration of Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences, with a Symposium on 
“Human Sciences”

Beginnings
National Workshop

October 28-31, 2009: First National Workshop at the Centre, ‘Towards an Ecology of Knowledge’ (Faculty: Lance A. Strate, Executive 
Director of the Institute of General Semantics, USA and Professor in Department of Communication at Fordham University, New 
York). 

February 15-17, 2010: Second National Workshop at Department of English, Banglore University, ‘General Semantics: Aspirations 
for an Enlightened Living’ (Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar, Devkumar Trivedi, Pravesh Jung Golay, Bini B.S.).

October 25-27, 2010: Third National Workshop at The English and Foreign Languages University, Shillong Campus, ‘Alfred 
Korzybski and His Impact on Language, Communication and Cultural Studies’ (Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar, Pramod Kumar 
Pandey, Devkumar Trivedi, Pravesh Jung Golay, Bini B.S.)

January 20-21, 2011: Fourth National Workshop at the Centre, ‘General Semantics for a Digital Age’ (Faculty: Thom Gencarelli, 
Chair of the Department of Communication, Manhattan College, New York).

September 25-27, 2011: Fifth National Workshop at Department of English and Modern European Languages, University of 
Allahabad, ‘General Semantics and the Question of Ethics’ (Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar, Devkumar Trivedi, Pravesh Jung Golay, 
Bini B.S.)

January 16-19, 2013: Sixth National Workshop at Department of English, Jaipur National University, ‘Radical General Semantics: 
The Korzybskian Approach to Applied Epistemology (Epistemics)’ (Faculty: Bruce Kodish, author of Korzybski: A Biography)

November 13- 16, 2013: Seventh National Workshop at Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies , Saurashtra 
University, Rajkot, ‘The Spirit of Democratic Citizenship (Radical General Semantics)’ (Faculty: Gad Horowitz, Political Scientist 
and Professor Emeritus at the University of Toronto and Shannon Bell, York University, Toronto)

November 18-21, 2014: Eighth National Workshop at Janardan Rai Nagar Rajasthan Vidyapeeth Deemed University, Udaipur, 
‘Time-Binding and Social Responsibility’ (Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar and Bini B.S.) 

January 18-22, 2016: Ninth National Workshop at Lady Amritbai Daga & Smt. Ratnidevi Purohit, College for Women, Nagpur, 
Maharastra, ‘New Approaches to Research Using Perspectives from General Semantics’ (Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar, Ananya 
Ghoshal, Gitanjali Madhusekaran) 

December 15-17, 2016: Tenth National Workshop at Department of English, Doon University, Dehradun, ‘Radical General 
Semantics’ (Faculty: Gad Horowitz and Shannon Bell)

December 15-17, 2017: Eleventh National Workshop at National Institute of Science and Technology, Berhampur, ‘Radical General 
Semantics’, (Faculty: Gad Horowitz [on skype], Shannon Bell, Devkumar Trivedi)
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March 30-31, 2019: Twelfth National Workshop at Vikram Deb Autonomous College, Jeypore, Odisha, ‘Pedagogy of General 
Semantics as a Mode of Communication’ (Faculty: Sura P. Rath, Prafulla C.Kar, Gananath Dash, Kalidas Mishra, E. Raja Rao, Bini 
B.S., Reena Ashem)

Miscellaneous Workshops

November 18-19, 2011: Workshop at Guru Nanak Girl’s Post Graduate College, Udaipur, Rajasthan on ‘General Semantics and Its 
Implications in Pedagogy and Communication Studies’ (Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar, Bini B.S., Deepa Mishra)

November 27- 30, 2011: ‘Creative Writing and Remembering Rabindranath Tagore Exploring Myriad Realms of His Creativity (A 
Commemoration of Tagore’s 150th Birth Anniversary)’ at the Centre, (Core Speaker: Jayanta Mahapatra, the Poet).

February 28 to March 1, 2012: ‘General Semantics and Pedagogy: Application of General Semantics for Professional Skills 
Enhancement’ (sponsored by the UGC and collaborated by the Centre) at Fakir Mohan Autonomous College, Balasore, Odisha 
(Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar, Devkumar Trivedi, Gananath Dash, Deepa Mishra, and Bini B.S.)

January 28 -30, 2013: Advanced Workshop on “General Semantics” at the Centre, conducted by Bruce I. Kodish

November 18-19, 2013: Workshop on ‘Radical General Semantics’ at CHM College, Ulhasnagar, Mumbai (Faculty: Gad Horowitz 
and Shannon Bell) 

October 5-8, 2014: Workshop on ‘General Semantics as Human Science’ at Department of English, H.N.B. Garhwal University at 
Srinagar, Uttarakhand, (Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar, J.P. Dimri, D.S. Negi, Bini B.S. and D.R. Purohit)

November 26-30, 2015: Workshop on ‘Perceptions of Language’ at C.K. Thakur College, New Panvel, University of Mumbai 
(Faculty: Prafulla Chandra Kar, Deepa Mishra, Ananya Goshal, and Piyush Thakkar)

National Seminar

November 27 - 28, 2009: First National Seminar at the Centre on ‘Reading and Interpretation’ (Keynote Speaker: Andre Reszler, 
Department of History, University of Geneva) 

March 25-26, 2011: Second National Seminar (Enigma Series) at Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar on ‘The Enigma of 
Health, Maladies and the Politics of Healing’ (Keynote Speaker: Shiv Viswanathan, noted sociologist)

January 6-8, 2012: Third National Seminar (Enigma Series) at the Centre of Advanced Study in Philosophy, Utkal University, 
Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar on ‘Enigma of Happiness: A Timeless Pursuit’ (Keynote Speaker: Pascal Bruckner, French writer and 
philosopher; Plenary Speaker: Akeel Bilgrami, Columbia University).

March 7-9, 2013: Fourth National Seminar (Enigma Series) at Indian Institute of Technology Bombay on ‘The Enigma of Pain’, 
(Keynote Speaker: David Morris, University of Virginia)

January 2-4, 2014: Fifth National Seminar (Enigma Series) at St. Berchmans College, Changanassery, Kerela on ‘The Enigma of 
Beauty’, (Keynote Speaker: David Bromwich, Sterling Professor of English at Yale University; Plenary Speakers: Akeel Bilgrami 
and Carol Rovane, Columbia University) 

February 26-28, 2015: Sixth National Seminar (Enigma Series) at Department of Psychology, University of Mumbai on ‘The Enigma 
of Democracy’ (Keynote Speaker: Stathis Gourgouris, Director, The Institute of Comparative Literature and Society, Columbia 
University, New York)

November 2-4, 2015: Seventh National Seminar (Enigma Series) at The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad 
on ‘The Enigma of Law’ (Keynote Speaker: Rodolphe Gasché, Professor and Eugenio Donato Chair of Comparative Literature, 
College of Arts and Sciences, State University of New York, Buffalo)

January 27-28, 2017: Eighth Annual Seminar (Enigma Series) at Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar, Gujarat on ‘Enigma 
of Nature/ The Enigma of the Non-Human’ (Keynote Speaker: Nikolas Kompridis, Research Professor in Philosophy and Political 
Thought, and Director, Institute for Social Justice, Australian Catholic University, Sydney)

March 14-16, 2018: Ninth National Seminar (Enigma Series) at the Centre on ‘The Enigma of Story: Lived Experience, Time and 
Narrative’ (Keynote Speakers: Craig Irvine and Maura Spiegel, Program of Narrative Medicine, Columbia University, New York)

National Symposium

January 18-19, 2010: First National Symposium at the Department of Philosophy, University of Pune on ‘A Perceptual Account of 
Nature’s Organization: Natural Philosophy to Natural Science’ (Chief Speaker: Kalpataru Kanungo, Professor of Life Sciences, 
Western Connecticut State University)

February 10-12, 2011: Second National Symposium at the Centre on ‘The Human Sciences in the Time of Disciplinary Decadence’ 
(Chief Speaker: Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, University Professor in the Humanities, Columbia University, New York City)

February 2-4, 2012: Third National Symposium at the Centre on ‘The Culture of Diversity and Disciplinarity’ (Chief Speaker: Arjun 
Appadurai, Goddard Professor of Media, Culture and Communication, New York University)

October 25-26, 2013: Fourth National Symposium at the Centre on ‘What is Indian Knowledge Good For?’ (Chief Speaker: Sheldon 
I. Pollock, Arvind Raghunathan Professor of South Asian Studies at Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian and African 
Studies in Columbia University)
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January 24-25, 2014: Fifth National Symposium at the Centre on ‘The Ethics of Hospitality and the Art of Home’ (Chief Speaker: 
Homi K. Bhabha, Anne F. Rothenberg Professor of Humanities, Harvard University and Director of the Mahindra Humanities 
Centre at Harvard University)

February 3-4, 2015: Sixth National Symposium at the Centre on ‘Exploring the Depictions of “Insanity” and “Madness” in Art, 
Literature and Cinema’ (Chief Speaker: W.J.T. Mitchell, Gaylord Donnelley Distinguished Service Professor of English and Art 
History, University of Chicago)

October 31, 2015: A National Symposium at the Centre on ‘Europe and the Stranger’ (Chief Speaker: Rodolphe Gasché, Professor 
and Eugenio Donato Chair of Comparative Literature, College of Arts and Sciences, State University of New York, Buffalo)

January 12-13, 2017: Seventh National Symposium at the Centre on ‘African Philosophy and Literature’ (Chief Speaker: Simon 
Gikandi, Robert Schirmer Professor of English, Princeton University)

March 11-12, 2019: Eighth National Symposium at the Centre on ‘General Semantics in India: Possibilities and Prospects’

Certificate Course 

August 8-12, 2011: First Certificate Course at H. M. Patel Institute of English Training and Research on ‘General Semantics and Its 
Implications in Translation Studies’

August 27-31, 2012: Second Certificate Course at S.B. Gardi Department of English, Maharaja Krishnakumarsinhji Bhavnagar 
University on ‘General Semantics and Its Implications in Pedagogy’

October 23-27, 2013: Third Certificate Course at Department of English, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat on ‘Peace, 
Forgiveness and Non-Violence: Perspectives from Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Alfred Korzybski’

November 5-9, 2014: Fourth Certificate Course at Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies, Saurashtra University 
on ‘Developing Critical Thinking through General Semantics’

July 20, 2015 - February 27, 2016: Certificate Course at CHM College, Ulhasnagar on ‘Creative and Critical Thinking: A General- 
Semantics Approach’

December 27-29, 2017: Fifth Certificate Course at Department of English and CLS, Saurashtra University, Rajkot on ‘Alfred 
Korzybski and Enrich Fromm: Towards a Broader Understanding of Sanity’

Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture

May 21, 2009: First Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture, Speaker: Fred Dallmayr, University of Notre Dame; Title: ‘Dialogue 
among Civilizations: Its Meaning and Purpose’

December 21, 2010: Second Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture, Speaker: Nicholas D. Mirzoeff, Professor in the Department 
of Media, Culture and Communication, New York University; Title: ‘Image Worlds and Image Wars:  Interpreting Global Visual 
Culture’

February 11, 2011: Third Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture, Speaker: Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, University Professor in the 
Humanities, Columbia University, New York City; Title: ‘Teaching Literature Today’

February 3, 2012: Fourth Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture, Speaker: Arjun Appadurai, Goddard Professor of Media, Culture 
and Communication, New York University; Title: ‘Disciplining India’s Diversity’

The Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture was renamed as Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture after the 
passing away of Balvantbhai on 25th January, 2013.

Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture

October 24, 2013: First Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture; Title: ‘What is Indian Knowledge Good For?’, Speaker: Sheldon Pollock, 
the Arvind Raghunathan Professor of South Asian Studies at Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian and African Studies in 
Columbia University

January 24, 2014: Second Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture; Title: ‘The Ethics of Hospitality and the Art of the Home’, Speaker: 
Homi Bhabha, Anne F. Rothenberg Professor of Humanities, Harvard University

February 2, 2015: Third Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture; Title: ‘Seeing Madness: Insanity, Media and Visual Culture’, Speaker: 
W.J. T. Mitchell, Gaylord Donnelley Distinguished Service Professor of English and Art Histroy, University of Chicago

October 30, 2015: Fourth Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture; Title: ‘Europe and the Stranger’, Speaker: Rodolphe Gashé, 
Distinguished Professor and Eugenio Donato Chair of Comparative Literature, The State University of New York at Buffalo

January 11, 2017: Fifth Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture; Title: ‘Theorizing Africa: The Necessity of Philosophy’, Speaker: Simon 
Gikandi, Robert Schirmer Professor of English, Princeton University

December 15, 2017: Sixth Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture; Title: ‘What Can Verse, Rhyme, Stanza Do to a Text?’, Speaker: Hans 
Ulrich Gumbrecht, Albert Guérard Professor in Literature, Stanford University, USA
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Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lecture (New Series) 

August 24, 2013: Speaker: Sunthar Visuvalingam, Expert on Abhinavagupta,  Chicago; Title: ‘Laughter and Humor – A Semiotic Approach’

September 28, 2013: Speaker: Bhikhu Parekh, Emeritus Professor of Political Philosophy, Universities of Westminster and Hull; 
Title: ‘Crisis of Indian Democracy’

November 11, 2013: Speaker: Gad Horowitz, Canadian Political Scientist and Professor Emertius, University of Toronto;  
Title: ‘Levinas: A New Ethical Orientation’

January 7, 2014: Speaker: Akeel Bilgrami, Sidney Morgenbesser Professor of Philosophy, Columbia University, Faculty Member of 
the Committee on Global Thought; Title: ‘Some Extensions of Edward Said’

February 8, 2014: Speaker: R. Radhakrishnan, Chancellor’s Professor of English and Comparative Literature, University of 
California, Irvine; Title: ‘The Many and the One: Phenomenology and Politics’

September 16, 2014: Speaker: Madabusi Santanam Raghunathan, Head of the National Centre for Mathematics, Indian Institute 
of Technology Bombay and Fellow of the Royal Society of the Third World Academy of Sciences and of American Mathematical 
Society; Title: ‘Mathematics: Art That would Rather Be Science’

January 31, 2015: Speaker: Janice Misurell Mitchell, Composer, Flutist and Vocal Artist and Faculty at the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago; Title: ‘After the History: Poem, Politics, Performance’

February 9, 2015: Speaker: Amritjit Singh, Langston Hughes Professor of English, Ohio University; Title: ‘Challenges of Migration 
and Citizenship: African Americans and Asian Americans, 1850-1925’

February 25, 2015: Speaker: Stathis Gourgouris, Professor and Director of the Institute for Comparative Literature and Society, 
Columbia University, USA; Title: ‘Humanism, Human/ Animal and Human Being’

March 24, 2015: Speaker: S. Shankar, Professor of English, University of Hawaii at Mãnoa; Title: ‘Literature of the World: An 
Inquiry into the Possibilities for Literary Study in a Globalizing Context’

February 4, 2016: Speaker: Ashis Nandy, Distinguished Fellow at the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies and Chairperson 
of the Committee for Cultural Choices and Global Futures, New Delhi; Title: ‘Alternative Cosmopolitanism: Living with Radical 
Diversities and the Right to Be Oneself ’

February 8, 2016: Speaker: Paul Arthur, Professor of Digital Humanities; Director, Digital Humanities Researcher Group, School 
of Humanities and Communication Arts, Western Sydney University, Australia; Title: ‘Digital Humanities and the Future of 
Biographical Research’

March 1, 2016: Speaker: Douglas Allen, Professor and Former Chair, Department of Philosophy, University of Maine, USA; 
Title: ‘Gandhi and Terrorism Today’

June 15, 2016: Speaker: Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht, Albert Guérard Professor in Literature, Stanford University; Title: ‘“Prose of the 
World”: Denis Diderot and a Different Epistemological Configuration Coming from the Eighteenth Century’

December 6, 2016: Speaker: Faisal Devji, University Reader in Modern South Asian History and Director, St. Antony’s College 
Asian Studies Centre, Oxford University; Title: ‘The Inheritance of ISIS’

January 20, 2017: Speaker: Lakshmi Bandlamudi, Professor of Psychology at LaGuardia Community College, City University of 
New York; Title: ‘Carnivalization of Consciousness and Novelization of Life: Bakhtinian Perspectives’

January 25, 2017: Speaker: Nikolas Kompridis, Research Professor and Director, Institute of Social Justice, Australian Catholic 
University, Sydney, Australia; Title: ‘Working Enigma: Receiving Antonioni’s Blow-Up’

July 30, 2018: Speaker: Rajeswari Sunder Rajan, Global Distinguished Professor, New York University; Title: ‘A Woman’s Worth’

Occasional Lectures

October 3, 2010: Speaker: Suchi Vyas, Psychologist & Counsellor for Drug Addicted Patients in Philadelphia, USA; Title: ‘Dialoguing 
with My Clients’

November 30, 2010: Speaker: Lakshmi Bandlamudi, Professor of Psychology at LaGuardia Community College, City University 
of New York; Title: ‘Dialogics of Self, the Mahabharata and Culture: The History of Understanding and Understanding History’

December 29, 2010: Speaker: Madhu Rye, Gujarati Author, Playwright, Fiction Writer and Columist, He read out a short story 
published on his well-known “Hariyo” series on the occasion of “An Evening with the Author”

January 10, 2011: Speakers: Madhusudan Dhanki, Researcher, Thinker and Author and Hemant Dave, Critic and Theorist; Title: ‘A 
Critical Dialogue on Dhanki’s Work’

January 17, 2011: Speaker: Debashish Banerji, Freelance Journalist, Literary and Art Critic and Software Engineer, Pasadena, 
California; Title: ‘The Alternate Nation of Abanindranath Tagore’

January 31, 2011: Speaker: Yumna Siddiqi, Associate Professor of English at Middlebury College, USA; Title: ‘Migration and Kiran 
Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss’
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March 7, 2011: Speaker: Gour K. Das, Retired Professor of English, University of Delhi; Title: ‘The Receding Literature/ Culture of 
Benevolence: Is There an Oasis in Gujarat?’

March 21, 2011: Speaker: Ratan Parimoo, Painter and Art Historian, Former Head of the Department of Art History and Aesthetics 
and Dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts, M.S. University; Director of L.D. Museum and N.C. Mehta Gallery, Ahmedabad; Title: 
‘Sources and Development of Rabindranath’s Paintings’

July 23, 2011: Speaker: Bharat Chattoo, Professor at the Department of Microbiology and Biotechnology Centre and Director, 
Genome Research Centre at M.S. University of Baroda; Title: ‘Genome Research: The Current Excitement’

August 27, 2011: Speaker: Prahlad K. Vyas, Mathematician, Title: ‘Mathematical Games’

September 3, 2011: Speaker: Kiran Shinglot, Chief Medical Officer, M.S. University of Baroda Health Centre; Title: ‘The Philosophy 
of Medicine’

November 12, 2011: Speaker: Rekha Rodwittiya, Painter from Baroda; Title: ‘Indian Contemporary Women Artists: Voices of 
Strength’

January 4, 2012: Speaker: Pascal Bruckner, French Philosopher; Title: ‘Has Love Marriage in the West Failed?’

January 23, 2012: Speaker: Debashish Banerji, Professor of Indian Studies and the Dean of Academic Affairs at University of 
Philosophical Research in Los Angeles; Title: ‘Punctuated Renewals: Rabindranath Tagore in the 21st Century’

January 24, 2012: Speaker: Satadru Sen, Department of History, CUNY, New York; Title: ‘The Tagores and the Invention of Indian Childhood’

March 5, 2012: Speakers: Martin Sweeney, Expert in Assistive Technology, Los Angeles, USA, and Dhruv Mehta, Professor of 
Physiotherapy from Mumbai; Title: ‘Towards an Inclusive Society: Able-Disabled-All-Together’

July 11, 2012: Speaker: Rashmi Dube Bhatnagar, Co-Author of Infanticide in India: A Feminist Cultural History (SUNY, 2005); World 
and Bhasha Literatures: Revolutions in Philology; Title: ‘Against Linguistic Essentialism: Towards a Vernacular Centered Theory of 
World Literature’

July 13, 2012: Speaker: Rashmi Dube Bhatnagar; Title: ‘Invisibilizing Feminisms while Talking about Gender Violence in Aamir 
Khan’s Satyamev Jayate’

July 31, 2012: Open Discussion on “Consciousness of Abstracting in Life and Learning: Teaching as a Time-Binding Endeavour” 
with a Group of Secondary School Teachers.

August 11, 2012: Speaker: Indrapramit Roy, Faculty of Fine Arts, Department of Painting, M.S. University of Baroda; Title: ‘Teaching 
Art in the University: An Artist Teacher’s Perspective’

September 22, 2012: Speaker: Prafulla Chandra Kar, Director of Balvant Parekh Centre of General Semantics and Other Human 
Sciences; Title: ‘Why Literature Matters?’

September 24, 2012: Speaker: Johanna Lokhande, Student of Political Science at MSU; Title: ‘10 Years after Gujarat Riots of 2002’

October 25, 2012: An Evening with Three Gujarati Poets – Kamal Vora, Samir Bhatt and Rajesh Pandya.

October 27, 2012: Speaker: Vasudha Thozhur, Baroda-based Painter; Title: ‘The Anatomy of Celebration: Or The Party Plot’

November 6, 2012: Speaker: Christopher Pinney, Distinguished Anthropologist and Art Historian, Professor of Anthropology and Visual 
Culture at University College London; Title: ‘Gandhi, Camera, Action! Anti-Corruption Politics and Image Citation in 21st Century India’

November 7, 2012: Speaker: Christopher Pinney; Title: ‘Impressions of Hell: Printing and Punishment in Colonial India’

December 21, 2012: Speaker: William D. Pederson, Director of the International Lincoln Center at Louisiana State University 
Shreveport; Title: ‘Understanding Barack Obama: The Rational-Democrat’

January 24, 2013: Gita Viswanath, Independent Researcher, screened “Family across the Atlantic” a documentary directed by her.

December 5, 2014: Speaker: Urmila Rau Lal, Medical Biologist, Granddaughter of Shri Madhava Row; Title: ‘Reminiscence of 
Writing a Historical Biography’

March 28, 2015: Speaker: Vikram Kamdar, University of Southern California; Title: Magic Realityna Ek Adyatan Opera Vishe... (An 
Audio- Visual Presentation)

March 21, 2016: Speaker: William Robert Da Silva, Visiting Senior Professor for Liberal Arts, Communication And Design, DJ 
Academy of Design, Coimbatore, India; Title: ‘Globalism as Liquid Modernity’

October 7, 2016: Speaker: Malik Sajad, Cartoonist and Graphic Novelist, Author of acclaimed Graphic novel Munnu: A boy from 
Kashmir published in 2015 by Fourth Estate, Harper Collins, London; Title: ‘Visual Storytelling’

January 2, 2017: Speaker: Deven Patel, South Asian Studies, University of Pennsylvania; Title: ‘Exploring Intersection of Language, 
Literature and Culture in South Asia: New Horizons in Sanskrit Studies: A Perspective from the USA’

Regional Workshop in Baroda Schools

July 30-31, 2010: First Regional Workshop on “Time-Binding and the Art and Science of Pedagogy” held at Baroda High School, 
Alkapuri, Vadodara.
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July 29-30 July, 2011: Second Regional Workshop on ‘Facilitating Constructive Pedagogy and Harmonious Interpersonal Relations 
in the Class Room’ held at Tejas Vidyalaya, Baroda

International Conference

August 19-20, 2013: International Conference in Collaboration with the Central University of Gujarat and Forum on Contemporary 
Theory, and Convened by E.V. Ramakrishnan and Lakshmi Bandlamudi on ‘Bakhtin in India: Exploring the Dialogue Potential in 
Self, Culture and History’ held in Gandhinagar (Keynote Speaker: Sunthar Visuvalingam, Chicago)

January 18-19, 2017: International Conference in Collaboration with Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat on ‘Alfred 
Korzybski’s Thought: Linguistic, Philosophical and Pedagogical Implications’ held in Department of English, Veer Narmad South 
Gujarat University (Keynote Speaker: Prafulla Chandra Kar; Plenary Speakers: Dev Kumar Trivedi, Lakshmi Bandlamudi, Lajwanti 
Chatani, Matt Kramer, Rakesh Desai and R.B. Zala)

Other Events

December 12, 2016: ‘Gujarat Geya Kavya: A Journey through Seven Centuries’ a music program, held at Gujarat Vidyapith, 
Ahmedabad with Amar Bhatt, artist, musician and singer.

December 24, 2016: “A multilingual poets meet with the special participation of Telugu poet N. Gopi” organised in collaboration 
with Department of English, M.S. University of Baroda

Sapta Setu Programs 
November 8, 2014: Inauguration of Sapta-Setu Series at Gujarati Department, Maniben Nanavati Women’s College, Vile Parle, 
Mumbai (Atul Dodiya, the noted visual artist spoke on ‘Many Shades of the Metropolis: Our Consciousness and Our Sensibility’)

November 23, 2014: ‘Issues of Good Health for Sane Society and Bharatiya Vyapak Anvay Vichar’ held at Jetpur

December 14, 2014: ‘Language that Allows Reading of Poetry and Responding to Poetry without Inhibition and Assumptions’ held 
at Maniben Nanavati Women’s College, Vile Parle, Mumbai

December 17 & 31, 2014: Screening and discussion of Rashoman and the Principle of Non-allness, and etc. held at Veer Narmad 
South Gujarat University, Surat and Manekla M.Gandhi Arts and Science College, Kalol respectively.

January 8, 2015: ‘Bharatiya Vyapak Anvayvichar and Problems in Today’s Educational System’ held at Shri Jayendrapuri Arts and 
Science College, Bharuch

January 20, 2015: ‘Bharatiya Vyapak Anvay Vichar and the Cultivation of Positive Attitude in the Life of Children from 
Underprivileged Societies’ and ‘Bharatiya Vyapak Anvay Vichar and Convergence of Music and Literature’ held at Shree Bosmia 
Arts and Commerce College, Jetpur

February 7-11, 2015: ‘Premanand ne Pagle Pagle…Balvant Parekh Vyapak Anvayvichar Yatra’ held at Baroda, Surat and Nandurbar 
respectively

March 24, 2015: ‘General Semantics: In the Context of Dialogic Society, Linguistics and Psychology’ held at Bharatmaiya 
Vidyasankul, Surat

August 14, 2015: Inauguration of Sapta Setu Prasang Series by Sitanshu Yashachandra with Water as theme at Maneklal M. Gandhi 
College of Arts and Commerce, Kalol; ‘Jal-Vimarsh Ane Jal- Utsav: Gramin Pradeshna sandrabhe (Discourse on Water and Festival 
of Water: From the perspective of rural countryside)

August 27-28, 2015: Seminar on ‘Nadi, Vaav Kuva Kanthe Sinchan Ane Vimashan’ held at Shri G.K. and C. K. Bosamia Arts and 
Commerce College, Jetpur

October 15, 2015: A reading session on “Migration and Homecoming” held at the Centre

December 10, 2015: Storytelling sessions with Water as theme held at Aryabhumi Vidyalaya, Saraswat Vidyadham and Jalaram 
Nagar Prathmik Shala  

December 25, 27, 29 & 30, 2015: Kavyotsav held at Bhuj, Ahmedabad, Nadiad and Vallabh Vidyanagar respectively

January 4, 2016: Seminar on the representation of Water in Visual Media held at Shah K.S. Arts and V.M Parekh Commerce College, 
Kapadwanj

January 16, 2016: Seminar on ‘Mahanagar and Jal Vimarsh’ held at Maniben Nanavati Women’s College, Ville Parle, Mumbai

February 1, 2016: Seminar on ‘Bhashane Kanthe - Kanthe Jalni Vaat’ held at Jayendrapuri Arts and Science College, Bharuch

February 1, 2016: Poetry Reading and Short Story Reading by Rajesh Pandya and Mahendrasinh Parmar respectively

February 14, 2016: Seminar on Aag, Pur aur Surat-nu Sahitya: Dakshin Gujarati Janchetna Sandrabhe Aek Parisamvad held at Surat

March 13, 2016: A discussion on the contribution of Acharya Yashavant Shukla and Shri Jashvant Thakar on the cultural history of 
Gujarat held at Surajba Mahila Arts College, Nadiad
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March 14, 2016: A discussion on the poetry of Benoy P. J. and Subhash Verma held at the Centre, Baroda

August 11,  2016: A talk on “Theatre and Cultivation of Empathy” by Pravin Pandya, the poet and playwright at Shri Maneklal 
M.Gandhi Arts and Commerce College, Kalol

August 12, 2016: A talk on “Visual Arts and Cultivation of Empathy: Through the eyes of women artists” by Piyush Thakkar at 
Bhargavi Vidyalaya, Miyagam Karjan

August 13, 2016: A talk on “Music and Cultivation of Empathy” by Sitaram Parmar held at Uni Trust Surajba Mahila Arts College, 
Nadiad 

August 28, 2016: Workshop on “The Cultivation of Empathy through the Art of Cinema” held at Sardar Patel University, Vallabh 
Vidyanagar

September 10, 2016: Talks by Dhruva Mistry and Trupti Patel on “Sculpture and Cultivation of Empathy” held at Uni Trust Surajba 
Mahila Arts College, Nadiad

September 24-25, 2016: Workshop of  “Cultivation of Empathy through Arts” conducted by Amit Ambalal (painter), Ratilal 
Kansodaria (sculptor), Rajesh Kumar Singh (Ajanta mural scholar), Raksha Bhatt (photographer), Rutul Joshi (Profesor of 
Architecture) and Ashish Kakkad (filmmaker) 

January 4, 2017: Lectures by Deepak Kannal, art historian, on “Cultivation of Empathy through History: Enigma of Ellora” held at 
Seth C. N. College of Fine Arts, Ahmedabad

February 22, 2017: Inauguration of a new program Swachh Sundar Maru Gaam (My Village: Clean and Beautiful) with Maru Van: 
Maru Gaam (My Forest: My Village) exploring the fabric of rural India where Nandubhai Rathwa, the artist, presenting his view 
on tribal life of Panchmahals through paintings held at Khadki Prathmik Shala, Khadki

February 25, 2017: Painting competition on Swachh Sundar Maru Gaam (My Village: Clean and Beautiful) held at Bhargavi 
Vidyalaya, Miyagam Karjan

Publications

Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought

2013: Number 1 (General Issue)

2014: Number 2 (General Issue)

2015: Number 3 (General Issue)

2016-17: Number 4, Autumn (General Issue) 

2016-17: Number 5, Spring (General Issue))

2017-18: Number 6, Autumn (Special Issue on “Time-Binding: Modes of Synthesis, Subversion and Innovation”)

Books (published with support from Balvant Parekh Centre, Baroda) 

2014: General Semantics: A Critical Companion (Pencraft International, Delhi, 2014), Compiled and Edited by Deepa Mishra as a 
Tribute to Shri Balvant K. Parekh

2014: Gujarati Translation of Martin Levinson’s book Practical Fairy Tales for Everyday Living translated as Divaswapna (open-eyed 
ruminations) by Sadhana Desai, and published by Felix Publishing House, Surat

2015: Gujarati Translation of Kenneth Johnson’s General Semantics: An Outline Survey translated as Vyapak Anvayvichar: Ek Rooprekha 
by Hemant Dave, published by Forbas Gujarati Sabha, Mumbai

2016: The Book of Radical General Semantics, Gad Horowitz with Colin Campbell, Editors: Gad Horowitz and Shannon Bell, Published 
by Pencraft International, Delhi

2018: Reading Alfred Korzybski Through Inter-Theoretic Explorations, Author: TRS Sharma (Published by Pencraft International, Delhi)

Awards and Recognition

2011: Balvant K. Parekh, “J. Talbot Winchell Award” by the Institute of General Semantics, USA

2012: Prafulla C Kar, “Nicolas Guillen Award for Philosophical Literature” by the Caribbean Philosophical Assocation

2014: Devkumar Trivedi & Prafulla C. Kar, “J. Talbot Winchell Award” by the Institute of General Semantics, USA

2016: Bini B.S., J. Talbot Winchell Award” by the Institute of General Semantics, USA

2016: Deepa Mishra, “Hayakawa Book Prize” by Institute of General Semantics (for her book General Semantics: A Critical Companion)

2018: TRS Sharma, “Hayakawa Book Prize” by Institute of General Semantics (for his book Reading Alfred Korzybski through Inter-
Theoretic Explorations: Indian and Western)
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July 9- August 4, 2018: The XVI Theory/Praxis Course was held at the Centre in collaboration with the Department of Political 
Science, M.S. University of Baroda.  Arjuna Parakrama from the University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka taught a course on “Can 
Subaltern Studies Speak? A Critical Reading of Three Decades of Discourse on and of Subalternists and Subalternity” in the first 
two weeks. In the third week Dilip Gaonkar, Director of the Centre for Global Culture and Communication at Northwestern 
University, USA, taught on “Rhetoric as a Western Intellectual Tradition and Its Relation to Philosophy, Politics and Poetics.” In the 
final week, Rajeswari Sunder Rajan gave a mini course on “Postcolonalism and the ‘Nation’ Question.” D. Venkat Rao from the 
English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad delivered a lecture as part of the program.

July 20, 2018:  D. Venkat Rao,Professor, EFL University, Hyderabad, gave a talk on “Critical Humanities and the Destinies of the 
South.” 

July 20, 2018: Arjuna Parakrama from University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka gave a talk on “Ethnic Identity as Becoming, Not Being: 
Unlearning to Learn from the Margins.” 

July 26, 2018: Dilip Gaonkar from Northwestern University, USA lectured on “Re-Thinking Direct Action.”

September 7, 2018:  Suhas Palshikar, political commentator, author and Professor Emeritus, Department of Political Science, 
Savitribai Phule University of Pune, lectured on “The Afterlife of Ambedkar and His Thought.”

September 28, 2018: Robin Coningham, UNESCO 2014 Chair in Archaeological Ethics and Practice in Cultural Heritage in the 
Department of Archaeology and Associate Director (World Heritage) of Durham’s Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies, 
lectured on “Protecting and Presenting the Post-Disaster Heritage of Jaffna Fort, Sri Lanka.”

November 2, 2018: N. K. Dakorwala, former Reader, Department of English, Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, lectured on 
“From Cultural Nationalism to the Poetics of Resistance: A Study of Contemporary African American Drama.” He was felicitated 
for producing one of the 25 most frequently accessed doctoral theses globally in October, 2018.

December 7, 2018: Suresh Somnath Raval, Professor of English, University of Arizona, lectured on “History and the Experience of 
the Present: Reading Naipaul’s A Bend in the River.”

December 18-21, 2018: The XXI International Conference on “Revisiting Cosmopolitanism” was held at The Chariot Resort 
and Spa in Puri, Odisha. The conference was organized in collaboration with the International Lincoln Centre for American 
Studies, Louisiana State University in Shreveport, USA. Bruce Robbins, Old Dominion Foundation Professor in the Humanities, 
Department of English and Comparative Literature, Columbia University in New York and Galin Tihanov, George Steiner 
Professor of Comparative Literature, Queen Mary University of London, were both academic conveners and keynote speakers at 
the conference. Jayanta Mahapatra, the distinguished poet, was felicitated during the inaugural session on his attaining the age 
of 90. 

February 8-9, 2019: A National Symposium on “Transcendence in Dance: Techniques of Embodied Performance” was organized at 
the Centre which brought together several eminent dancers, performers, academics and critics in a meaningful dialogue. As part 
of the program, Astad Deboo gave a performance of his contemporary dance form. The convener of the program was Parul Shah, 
former Head of the Department of Drama, Faculty of Performing Arts, M.S. University, Baroda.

February 22, 2019: Lakshmi Bandlamudi, Professor of Psychology, LaGuardia Community College, City University of New York 
lectured on “Aesthetic Vision and Carnival Experience: Necessary Counterpoints of Dialogic Consciousness.”

February 25- 27, 2019: A national seminar on “The Literary Across Cultures: Cultural Poetics of Bhasha Literatures in Theory and 
Practice” was held at the Centre in which scholars and literary critics from several regional languages participated.  The program 
was convened by E. V. Ramakrishnan, Professor Emeritus, Central University of Gujarat. The objective of this seminar is to bring 
out a book on the topic of the seminar.

Summary of Forum on Contemporary Theory’s Programs
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Journal of Contemporary Thought Number 45, Summer 2017 Issue and Number 46, 
Winter 2017 Issue have been published and are available for sale at FCT. These 
include select articles from the previous issues of the Journal arranged under the 
broad topics of “New Directions in Literary Studies” and “New Directions in Social 
Science Studies” respectively. The larger rubric under which these two issues are 
published is called “Changing Paradigms in Theory.” Each copy has a price of Rs. 
400/- (Four hundred rupees only). Some of the contributors to these issues include 
Fred Dallmayr, Martin Jay, Michael Marder, Gianni Vattimo, Ngũgĩ Wa Thiong’o, 
William V Spanos, Etienne Balibar, Barbara Godard, Vivek Dhareshwar, Sura P 
Rath, Alexis Nouss, Suresh Raval, Gaurav Desai and Vicky Kirby.

National Workshop on “Performance Theories from and about the Global South Space and the Body, Cultural Politics and Resistance”

September 12-14, 2019

Thematic Introduction by Ketu H. Katrak, Course Director (Professor of Drama at the University of California, Irvine)

Our study includes historical and conceptual questions such as: what is performance? Is this word adequate in different 
geographical areas globally? What are the overlaps and differences between drama, theatre, and performance? What is 
Performance Theory? Would it be more appropriate to think of Performance Theories? When was this recognized as a field of 
study? What are its primary concerns? How is theory and praxis connected by theorists? How do we read theory as living 
documents that we engage with and question? We recognize that Performance Theory is inherently interdisciplinary, often 
intercultural with debates on its parameters and goals. It is an ongoing field of inquiry with significant theoretical voices from 
across the globe, with differing definitions. Even as we acknowledge the ancient roots of drama and performance whether in 
India (Sanskrit theater) or in Greece, with texts such as The Natyasastra, or The Poetics, and commentators such as Abhinavagupta, 
or Aristotle, we analyze theoretical voices on performancefrom African nations, India, Euro-America, and multiethnic US, with 
resonances, local and global, for cultural politics and resistance. This workshop focuses on 20th and 21st century performance 
theorists from the Global South with a focus on the politics of performance space and the body, as well as a study of cultural 
politics and resistance as emanating from theory. Our study also includes performance theorists from Euro-America who include 
the global South in their theories in an effort to balance theoretical voices on performance.

The last date of application is 15 July 2019.

Venue of the Conference: Centre for Contemporary Theory, C 304, Siddhi Vinayak Complex, Faramji Road, Alkapuri, (Opposite 
Baroda Railway Station), Baroda- 390007

XXII International Conference
“Global South Cultural Production and Dialogue” (19-21 December 2019)

Venue: Osmania University Centre for International Programmes, Hyderabad

Thematic Introduction (Prepared by Walter D. Mignolo, Academic Convener & Keynote Speaker)

I

There is a taken for granted belief (both theological and secular) according to which names name entities and therefore when the 
name of a given entity changes, the entity changes. In the process, the history of naming is erased and the entity itself shines in 
their ontic existence. The most common rendering of this belief system (common to theologians, scientists [natural and social] and 
humanists) is the recurrent question of modern/colonial epistemology asking for the ontic identification of an entity: hence the 
question “what is X?” In this case, it would be “What is the Global South?” Decolonial epistemology starts from someplace else and 
avoids the “Is.” It asks instead: “how was it that what it is came to be what it is?” Consequently, the question is not “what is the 
Global South” but “how what is named ‘Global South’ came to be what it is.” The change of terrain is very simple: every question 
about what it is (which are modern/colonial) are ontological questions asking for the content (the enunciated) of the entity behind 
the name, while decolonial questions are always addressing the assumptions and presuppositions (the enunciation) that made 
possible for such an entity to become what it is.

My aim is to explore how the Global South came to be and what are the consequences of its coming into existence. Subsequently, I will 
ask also what “Dialogue” means when paired with a geo-political/hemispheric configuration. There is a larger aim in my presentation 
that I will frame towards the end of this concept note: it is a common dictum today in the media, social sciences and humanities to 
recognize that we, globally, are experiencing a dramatic critical moment in the life of the planet and hence, in our animal-human 
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species. Now the planet is not guilty of the responsible of the crisis, but us animal-human species. But not all of us. Facing such generally 
recognized and dramatic moments what shall the role of the social sciences, humanities, artistic endeavors, religious institutions and 
believers be? What shall we (in the humanities, social sciences, journalism, art and religion) expect from the sciences, financial and 
corporate institutions and governments? What shall “Global South cultural production and Dialogue” mean and do for us?  

II

It has been said and it is being increasingly recognized, although in small circles, that today, we, the animal-human species on the 
planet, are experiencing no longer an epoch of changes, but of change of epoch. As it often happens, the sentence is over used and for 
that reason each time it is pronounced it needs qualifications. Here are three qualifying criteria derived from Anibal Quijano’s work: 

1)  The relationship between capital and labor has changed dramatically, to the point where the dominant part of capital 
not only has no capacity, but has no interest in producing employment. On the contrary, jobs have to be eliminated and 
technology and AI are supplanting human labor. Then, we cannot wait for capital to produce more employment, never 
again.

2)  For this reason, it is also not possible to expect capital to produce the minimum of public liberties associated with the 
market, as it was the case in the previous stage of capitalism. That is why political democracy is being re-concentrated and 
the public domains are constantly being privatized from the center to the periphery.

3)  Therefore, the change of the very basis of capital is no longer the purchase and sale of labor power, but the control of our 
subjectivity, the control of our mentalities. It is in that control that the main dispute of the moment lies.

What does it mean, under these circumstances, I ask again, “Cultural production in the Global South and Dialogue”? Since the end 
of the Cold War, the idea of the Global South displaced and replaced the idea of Third World. The change of name did not modify 
the land and water masses of the planet; they remained the same. What changed was not “nature” but “culture.” Or, to avoid 
the Western dichotomy (for there is neither nature nor culture beyond Western vocabulary, imaginary and areas of influence), 
what changed was how human beings imagine themselves on a planet that they (or we) have not created. The question is who is 
responsible for the change? Apparently, it was a US writer Carl Oglesby, who used the expression “Global South” referring to less 
industrialized countries. It was synonymous with Underdeveloped and Third World countries. The expression became popular 
in the twenty-first century and it is used today both by the World Bank (in the Global North, for there cannot be a Global South 
without a Global North) and by activists and intellectuals and progressive politicians to assert their position confronting the 
economic, politic, and cultural (scientific, intellectual, artistic, political) dependency from the Global North.

The change of nomination did not change, just disguised, the power differential that structured the global world order since the 
sixteenth century, when Western/Northern Europe began to affirm itself by means of invading, conquering and colonizing first the 
unknown land that Europeans named New World, and then America, and subsequently the territories of Asia and Africa. There 
were some exceptions in the process of conquest and colonization: China and Japan were never colonized as were South Asia (cf., 
the Mughal Sultanate), South-east Asia and Africa. Since the sixteenth century European men of knowledge began to dominate 
the intellectual scene due to the navigation across the globe, the books they wrote to describe the planet, the maps they drew to 
map the planet. The privilege of controlling knowledge and being the describers of the planet without being described, gave them 
the privilege of placing themselves at the center of the terrestrial world and to the present of time (e.g., Hegel). 

To make things more complicated, let’s take two examples. In the US, the traditional South that divided North-South during the Civil 
War has become now part of the Global South, the Global South in the Global North. The South of Europe has been established, 
from the Northern perspective, since the eighteenth century. Catholic countries plus Greece (Orthodox Christians) were located in 
the South; they are also people of color. Kant was already noticing that Spaniards were mixed with Muslims. Whether blood or skin 
colors was a factor is irrelevant. It was already imprinted in the mind of Northern Europeans. Coincidentally, the South of Europe 
and Orientalism were invented during the same period, solidifying the geographic and epistemic (control of knowledge) of North/
Western Europeans. Not to mention that since US politicians and intellectuals asserted their own geopolitical location by defining the 
Western Hemisphere as their territory, Europe was relegated to the West of the Eastern Hemisphere the Eastern Hemisphere. Hence, 
Europe was the West of the Eastern Hemisphere. The rift was easily negotiated when the US, after WWII, took on the leadership of 
the World Order, the expression North Atlantic encompassed both the Western Hemisphere and the West of the Eastern Hemisphere.

First, Second and Third World modified the principle of classification: instead of cardinal points, the classification was in 
unapologetic ranking. Needless to say, there was nothing in “reality” (the ontic dimension of lands and water masses to sustain 
that hierarchy). Those who control knowledge placed themselves in the First World, which they justify by saying was developed, 
industrial and democratic. The second was also industrial and developed but alas was not democratic. And the Third World was 
underdeveloped—that is the reason the concept of development was invented. However, during the Cold War, the struggle for 
decolonization revendicated the lower ranking of the Third World and it became a region of pride and struggles for liberation. 
It was the first time in the 450 years of the Western dictation of geo-political configuration of the planet that people inhabiting a 
lesser region of the planet and, therefore, knowing that they/us are considered also lesser human beings, transform into pride, 
self-assertion and disobedience to the dictate of the First World, and to the Global North now. However, today Global South/Global 
North are half of a global order composed by the Global West/Global East.

III

The return to geographic classificatory criteria after the straightforward Three-Worlds ranking cannot erase the memory and the 
logic of all those classifications: the logic is the logic of coloniality always diverted and disguised by the rhetoric of modernity. 
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“Newness” is a powerfully entrenched expectation of the rhetoric of modernity and “Global South” had that effect: it is “New,” it 
“changed” (another mantra of modernity: the worshipping of “change”) the old Three World division. 

I repeat the third criteria of the change of epoch enumerated by Anibal Quijano:

3)  Therefore, the change of the very basis of capital is no longer the purchase and sale of labor power, but the control of our 
subjectivity, the control of our mentalities. It is in that control that the main dispute of the moment lies.

The points of contention are the drive towards—on the one hand—managing and controlling the growing awareness of people 
who do not want to be managed and controlled, who are powerless in front of the state, the corporations, the finances and the 
mass media but who are—on the other hand—in a position of power to decide their/our own destiny, building the knowledge 
we need for our own liberation rather than contributing to the knowledge they need for our subjective enslavement. Hence, the 
“cultural production” in/of the Global South cannot be isolated from the Global North and from the power differential in every 
domain of life (political, economic, military and cultural, although politics, economy and military are cultural too). The question 
then is what kind of cultural production, whom (person and institutions) and what for are we talking about when we talk about 
Global South cultural production? What are our responsibilities, as scholars, journalists, intellectuals, artists, professionals with 
different training, and what are our possibilities in the Global South, in the North/West or in the Global East? 

And that “cultural production” shall be one of delinking from Western epistemology and aesthetic, whether it is active in the 
Global North or the Global South or in the Global East. Border, the consequences of coloniality and coloniality, the darker side of 
Western modernity, is all over. The awareness and the sensing of dwelling in the border, and the will to delink, brings about border 
thinking and border doing in our daily and professional praxis of living. To quote just one case of what I have in mind: the work 
of Vandana Shiva always provides, as scientist and activist, an example—not a model—of scholarly and scientific work driven not 
by the disciplinary norms but by the needs emerging from the very praxis of living being undermined by the current hegemony 
of epistemic coloniality. Disciplinary knowledge is being used and activated by her dwelling in the border of Western “science” 
and “indigenous” wisdom, in the border of Western (and westernized) expectations of planetary homogeneity and non-Western 
disobedience civil, political and epistemic disobedience (as many of us have learned from Mahatma Gandhi). 

And this brings us to the question of “Dialogue.” Regions do not talk to each other, they do not have “dialogues.” The Global 
South doesn’t dialogue with the Global North. People do. And people dwell in the territory (e.g., the normativity of the nation-
state, of whiteness, of heterosexuality, of religion) or on the borders (border land and border lines). The Global South is not warranty 
of good causes, for the Global South has been infiltrated by the Global North/West. Borders like coloniality are all over and it is 
not a question of studying the border dwelling in the territory of the social sciences or/and the humanities, but dwelling, thinking and 
doing on the borders where disciplinary formation are out of place: border thinking is un-disciplinary, it is not inter-disciplinary. 
Many people in the Global South (in government, banks, corporations) have productive dialogue with Bank’s and Corporations’ 
CEOs as well as with functionaries and officers of the State, technological mega-corporations and the like justified by the rhetoric 
of modernity: it is necessary to develop and update the Global South while peasants and Indigenous people organize themselves 
to stop extractive and fracking.

Given the geo-political world order since 1500 when European map makers in collaboration with international law-makers mapped 
the planet geo-graphically and legally, global linear thinking was crucial to trace the borderlines (physical, legal and mental) gardening 
the center and increasing their intervention in memories and territories that were neither derived from Greece and Rome nor had 
anything to do with Western international law. Borderlines created the conditions for border dwelling: the majority of the world 
population had their own memories that had to be accommodated to the foreign memories of European settlers, officers of the states 
and merchants. Border dwelling became the common experience of the world population outside of Europe. Border thinking were 
the epistemic and political consequences for those who did not want to become clones of North Atlantic global designs. 

In sum, running through all the geo-political configurations of the planet since the sixteenth century, there is a common logic of 
devaluation and exploitation regulated and justified by the rhetoric of modernity, progress, development, and civilization in/from 
the West/North. Facing this long history of coloniality of power, the question is less the cultural production in/of the Global South, 
but the relentless intellectual work to delink and undermine the belief system that has sustained the image of the West, the First 
World and the North as the guiding light of Universal History. That is, border thinking in epistemology, politics and ethics cannot 
be contained in geopolitical regions. Since coloniality operates by tracing borders all over the planet, tracing the interiority of the 
North/West and the exteriority of the South/East, coloniality is all over and so unavoidably is border dwelling and border thinking: 
The North is in the South and the South is in the North, and the East is in the West as the West is in the East. 

If then capitalism (or more encompassing the economic domain of the colonial matrix of power) is less interested in purchasing 
and selling labor power than in controlling our subjectivities and our mentalities, then the main battle field is the domain of 
knowledge, both at the level of constituted knowledge (what is said, the enunciated, the content of knowledge) as well and mainly 
at the level of the constitutions of knowledge (the saying, the enunciation, the terms [assumptions, principles, beliefs]) upon which 
constituted knowledge has been built and continues to be defended.

The struggle to delink from Western/Northern epistemic hegemony and re-build from the sources and energies that Western 
modernity disavowed (epistemic/aesthetic reconstitution), is a modest but important and urgent contribution that decolonial 
praxis of thinking and praxis of living should do; it doesn’t matter in what region of the “Global” it is enacted, for the politics 
and ethics of border thinking cut across territorial units. Hence, dialogue among people dwelling in the borders shall take the 
front stage across the globe and beyond any “Global X.” However, delinking doesn’t mean ignoring (since we cannot) Western 
institutional (e.g., disciplinary propagated by mainstream media in every day conceptual language) ways of knowing but reducing 
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it to its own size and appropriating it in our political, ethical and epistemic creativity as border dwellers, border thinkers fashioning 
borderlands praxis of living that are no longer anchored in any regional or hemispheric territoriality. “Global South” exposes the 
vulnerability of “identity politics.” 

Border thinking opens up instead the possibilities and potentials of “identity IN politics:” which means operating from the 
identifications and classifications (racial, sexual, national, religious) hegemonically and/or dominatingly imposed, without assuming 
ourselves that we are what some else says we are: Western knowledge(s) has bestowed and imposed upon people and regions 
of the planet identifications that we could either accept and bend to them or to reject and delink from them. And that is a task of 
every “cultural (epistemic, political, aesthetic, ethical) production of border thinking, doing and praxis of living.” It doesn’t matter 
if it takes place in the Global South, Global North/West or Global East. If coloniality is all over, so decolonial responses are all over 
too, and decolonial responses at this point cannot be but responses from border dwelling, border thinking and border praxis of 
living.

Related Themes:

Proposals may be formulated around the following themes. These are only suggestions; you are welcome to prepare your papers 
based upon other ideas relevant to the broad theme of the conference.

(a) “Dialogue of Cultures (Pagan/ Non-Pagan)”
(b) “Cultural Translation”
(c) “Geophilosophy”
(d) “Politics of Cartography”
(e) “De-Territorializing Memory”
(f) “Globalectical Imagination” (Ngũgĩ  Wa Thiong’o)
(g) “Poetics of Relation” (Edouard Glissant)
(h) “Pitfalls of One-World Thinking” (Aamir R. Mufti)

Special Session:

FCT’s annual conference has always included a special session on a literary text from India for close examination. However, this 
year, as part of its focus on Global South cultural production and dialogue as a broad theme it has chosen Tayeb Salih’s Mawsim 
al-Hijrah ilâ al-Shamâl (Season of Migration to the North) for this session.  First published in 1966, this Arabic novel has been frequently 
read as a counter-narrative to Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness. Although set in Sudan in the 1960s, this novel examines the 
fragmented topographies of its colonial history from the years between the World Wars to its freedom struggle through multiple 
perspectives. These perspectives often conflict with each other through their overlapping conflations. In a way, this novel critiques 
the Orientalist construction of colonial identity. The central protagonist, Mustafa Sae’ed, one finds out slowly, has used his oriental, 
eroticized appeal to gain sexual favors with several white women, and killed one of them. At a crucial point in the narrative, he 
declares, “I am no Othello; Othello is a lie!” and follows it shortly with, “I am a lie.” The point that he seems to be making by 
these assertions is that the colonial act of naming the Other is already a fabrication. The novelist treats Sae’ed contrapuntally as 
both a product of colonial modernity and a critic of its excesses. His return to Sudan from England and his subsequent attempt to 
participate in Sudan’s nation-building program indicate his anxiety and ambivalence about his colonial legacy, which he cannot 
fully abjure nor fully embrace. The unnamed narrator, who has been sketching Sae’ed’s life story through their conversations and 
later through his rummaging of Sae’ed’s letters and diaries, has been deeply moved and bewildered by the force of the inexorable 
logic of Sae’ed’s experience. One can even say that it is in Sae’ed that he finds his own doppelganger that he both loves and hates. 
This ambivalence is symbolized in the architecture and internal décor of the colonial library that Sae’ed had built in his home in 
Sudan as a testimony to his past association, and perhaps to his romantic fascination with colonial splendor. Salih’s novel implies 
the inherent ambivalence in liminal identities within the “colonial matrix of power,” to use a phrase from Walter D. Mignolo.

Abstract Submission Deadline

An abstract or proposal not exceeding 500 words is due by August 15, 2019. The abstract should have a title along with the name 
and institutional affiliation of the presenter. Please send the abstract as an email attachment to D. Venkat Rao (telvenkat@gmail.com) 
with a copy to Tonisha Guin (tonishaforfct@gmail.com). We also welcome poster presentations.

Registration

The last date for receiving the registration fee is September 20, 2019.  (For details please visit our website: www.fctworld.org)

Members of the Organizing Committee of the Conference: 
1. Prafulla C. Kar, Convener of FCT (prafullakar@gmail.com) 
2. Kailash C. Baral, Conference Convener (mail2baral@gmail.com) 
3. Walter D. Mignolo, Academic Convener (walter.mignolo@gmail.com,walter1654@gmail.com)
4. D. Venkat Rao, Academic Convener (telvenkat@gmail.com) 
5. William D. Pederson, Director, International Lincoln Centre, LSUS (william.pederson@lsus.edu)
6. A. Karunaker, Director, OUCIP and Local Convener (akredrem@gmail.com)
7. Tonisha Guin, Academic Fellow, FCT (tonishaforfct@gmail.com)



“The Centre caters to not only academicians, but people 
from diverse fields of life. Instead of promoting ivory 
tower intellectualism, the Centre has the potential through 

its plan of action to go to the midst of people and let ideas seep 
into their minds. This Centre is not established 

for converting people to general semantics. 

Ideas can be disseminated, people can meet, interact and exchange views, 

new possibilities and visions of life can be 
introduced to people, who live cloistered lives. New outlooks and 

better ways of coping with life would emerge.”

Balvant K. Parekh
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