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“The Centre caters to not only

academicians, but people
from diverse fields of life.
Instead of promoting ivory tower
intellectualism, the Centre has the
potential through its plan of action to go to

let ideas seep
into their minds. This Centre is not
established for converting
people to general semantics.
the midst of people and

Ideas can be disseminated, people can

new
possibilities and visions of
life can be introduced to people,
meet, interact and exchange views,

who live cloistered lives. New outlooks and
better ways of coping with life would emerge.”
Balvant K. Parekh

From the Director
The year 2020-21, which was dominated by the ubiquitous presence of the deadly pandemic of Covid-19,
was for us at the Centre a good time for reflection and planning for future activities as we enter the next
decade of our institution. While facing the uncertainty of the present we got time to think about our future
and accordingly did some program-planning through a series of brainstorming sessions among ourselves.
The first phase of the Centre’s activities culminated with a function held on March 15, 2020 in which Sudhir
Kakar, the distinguished psychoanalyst and author, delivered a talk on the topic “Fostering Humaneness:
Some Reflections,” which was a fitting closure to our Centre’s 10 years of existence, and in a way an
anticipation of its second opening in its suggestion that we are bound to each other through our ingrained
“humaneness.” In fact around this idea most of our Centre’s activities during the last ten years had revolved.
In an unusual sense of the uncanny logic of prognostication Dr. Kakar made us aware that when confronted with a deep crisis we
needed to cultivate a sense of “humaneness” as a response to that crisis. Although the pandemic had not arrived then, there was
already some premonition in the air of its coming; that is why the topic of the talk was just right for that moment and occasion.
Since that day until the closing of the year (2020-21) we were under the grip of the pandemic. The Centre was closed for most
of the period; but we could manage to do some work during the interregnum between the lockdowns, such as developing the
Centre’s archives; publishing three issues of Anekaant; and getting the library and conference halls refurbished. We could also
organize at our Centre FCT’s annual conference, which was on the topic “The Task of the Human Sciences in Times of Climate
Emergency” during 25-27 March 2021 with Professor Pankaj Joshi as the keynote speaker. The conference was attended by a
small group of scholars due to the Covid restrictions. Despite the restrictions in travel I could manage to get train tickets to visit
Odisha for my annual vacation; during the period I was happy to participate in the seminar organized by the Orissa Association
of English Studies held in Balasore, where I gave the keynote address on the topic “The Humanities at the Time of the Pandemic.”
I had a lively exchange of ideas with the participants. I could also get time to visit the Similipal National Park in the district of
Mayurbhanj; driving through the thick forest for the entire day was an exciting experience; it was a much-needed respite from
the bustle of city life and more importantly from the technology-infested environment outside the forest. On our way back we
made a courtesy call on Professor Kishore Basa, the newly-appointed Vice Chancellor of North Odisha University in Baripada;
Professor Basa is an eminent anthropologist with expertise in museum studies. After my return from Odisha in February 2021
we organized at the Centre a series of thought-provoking sessions among ourselves to work out ways of meeting the challenges
posed by the pandemic and also to take appropriate steps to move the Centre’s activities forward to the next phase when attempts
will be made to upgrade the Centre to a research organization dedicated to the production and dissemination of knowledge in the
three broad areas envisaged by Balvantbhai in his formulation of the Centre’s objectives: general semantics; education, formal and
non-formal; and literature, fiction and nonfiction. By turning our activities into research-oriented areas, we hope we will be able
to facilitate the institution’s transition from an event-management organization to a full-fledged research centre.
We have lost two of our dear friends during this period. Professor Kalpatru Kanungo, an eminent scholar in Environmental Studies,
who had been associated with our Centre’s activities from its beginning passed away on December 13, 2020 in Bhubaneswar.
He had supported our first National Symposium organized in the University of Pune during January 18-19, 2010 on the topic
“A Perceptual Account of Nature’s Organization: Natural Philosophy to Natural Science” with a substantial financial grant and
also delivered the keynote address. He had also participated in the inaugural ceremony of our Centre in Baroda in 2009; also
participated and chaired a session in our third national workshop held in Shillong during 25-27 October 2010 on the topic “Alfred
Korzybski and His Impact on Language, Communication and Cultural Studies.” We will miss him a lot; for me it is a big personal
loss, because of our long association of 50 years. We will also miss Brother Saul Abril from Anand Press, where most of our
publications are done; it was he who welcomed us when we approached him in 1995 for getting FCT’s journal printed; since then
we have had a very cordial relationship with him. Interestingly he passed away on December 13, 2020, the same day and year
Professor Kanungo passed away. Although he came from Spain, he adapted very well to Gujarat and spoke Gujarati with fluency,
and made many friends among the intellectuals of the State.
With the publication of this issue of the Annual Report of Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences,
we look forward to our new beginnings.
Prafulla C. Kar
In Memoriam

Br. Saul Abril

Kalpataru Kanungo

They left us on December 13, 2020.
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Editorial
Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences has just completed ten years.
During this decade, it has built for itself a truly impressive repertoire of activities: short term courses,
certificate courses, national seminars, workshops, symposiums, outreach programs, distinguished lectures
and the Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture series by noted academics, and academic publications. In each
of these programs, in a relatively short existence, it has gained international recognition and popularity
amongst a worldwide community of scholar-participants. It now gears up for the second phase of its
development. The Centre used the time between April 2020 and March 2021 in a way markedly different
from its past years, as most of the programs were cancelled or postponed due to frequent lockdowns.
But our staff members continued to work to strengthen our existing infrastructure and to plan future
activities. Despite the lockdown we could manage to bring out three issues of Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought. We thank
Lance Strate, President of the Institute of General Semantics, USA, for editing the special number on “General Semantics and
Media Ecology.” Some of us were involved in our individual research and publications. I was happy to be a recipient of two small
grants for my translation and research projects: one from the University of California at Irvine for a translation project; the other
from the International Lincoln Center at Louisiana State University in Shreveport for a writing project on Lincoln and Tagore. I
am also happy to inform you that the special number of Anekaant on “Disease, Medicine, and the Humanities,” edited by Dilip K.
Das, is scheduled to come out soon.
We hope that the next year, April 2021-March 2022, will be a more productive year for us. We should be able to get back to our
activities soon and try our best to upgrade our Centre to a research-based institution for production and distribution of knowledge
in the areas outlined in the vision document: General Semantics; education; literature.
Tonisha Guin, Editor

Tenth Anniversary Celebrations
Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences celebrated the completion of ten years on March 15,
2020.

To commemorate this event, a series
of lectures on General Semantics
was conducted across the year. The
celebrations culminated with a path
finding session and the release of the
Tenth Anniversary Report.

Sudhir Kakar, the noted psychoanalyst and author, was the Chief Guest at the
event. He delivered a public lecture on the topic “Fostering Humaneness: Some
Reflections” as part of the celebrations.

Two cultural programs were also held on this occasion;
one was a dance-theatre called “Ma3ka” by the celebrated
performing artist Anita R. Ratnam
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The other a Carnatic vocal performance by Aparna Vijayan,
accompanied by Sitaraman Iyer on the mridangam, Satish Seshadri
on the violin and Krishna Venkat on the ghatam.

Programs of Balvant Parekh Centre

Path finding session 15 March, 2020
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Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought
A Special Number on “General Semantics and Indian Philosophical Thought: Comparative
Approach” (Number 11, Spring 2019-2020) was edited by Gananath Dash; this included some
papers presented in February 2020 at the Centre’s national seminar on “General Semantics and
Indian Philosophical Thought: A Comparative Approach.”
A Special Number on “General Semantics and Media Ecology” (Number 12, Autumn 2020-2021)
was edited by Lance Strate, President of the Institute of General Semantics, USA.
A General Number (Number 9, Spring 2018-2019) was edited by Tonisha Guin.

Academic Work Done By the Centre’ Faculty
Gananath Dash
1. Addressed the “Student Enrichment Programme”
of Remuna Degree College, Odisha in an onlinemode and spoke on the topic “How Do We Pursue
Our Calling While Still Remaining at Home During
the Pandemic” on 27 October 2020;
2. On 24 January presented a paper on the “Role of
the Humanities in the Time of Climate Emergency”
at the National Seminar organised by the Odisha
Association of English Studies, Balasore;
3. On 30 January 2021 presented a paper titled
“Language as an Effective Tool of Empowerment”
in a multilingual workshop held in Gopalpur
College, Odisha;
4. On 05 February 2021 gave a talk on “Language Awareness: A Need for Survival in the 21st Century” in a National Seminar held
in Dr. Jadunath College, Rasalpur, Odisha;
5. Presented a paper entitled “Ecological Discourse and Role of Humanities in the Time of Climate Emergency” in the 23rd
International Conference of the Forum on Contemporary Theory held in the Centre in a seminar-format during 25-27 March
2021.
Anomitra Biswas
1. As a Research Fellow at the Balvant Parekh Center for a month, presented a paper on Alfred Korzybski’s Manhood of Humanity,
which was subsequently published in Anekaant (Number 9, Spring 2018-19) under the title “ ‘Dead Men’s Labour:’ Reading
Alfred Korzybski’s Manhood of Humanity”;
2. Published “Liminal Existence, Decentred Gaze: Atin Bandopadhyay’s ‘Atapurer Bhut’ as a Case Study,” co-authored with
Tonisha Guin, in Critical Imprints, Vol. VIII (December 2020);
3. Presented a paper titled “Man Made Nature: The Politics of Untouched Places” at FCT’s 23rd international conference on the
theme “The Task of the Human Sciences in Times of Climate Emergency” at the Centre for Contemporary Theory, Baroda, 2527 March 2021.
Tonisha Guin
1. Published “Liminal Existence, Decentred Gaze: Atin Bandopadhyay’s ‘Atapurer Bhut’ as a Case Study,” co-authored with
Anomitra Biswas, published in Critical Imprints, Vol. VIII (December 2020);
2. Published “Becoming a Phantom People: Non-Oedipal Spatialities, the Sunderbans and the Bhadralok Gaze” in Posthumanist
Nomadisms across Non-Oedipal Spatiality. Java Singh, Indrani Mukherjee (Eds.), Vernon Press (March 2021);
3. Presented a paper in an online National Workshop on “The Construal of Ideal Governance in Greek Thought” from 10 to
13 October, 2020, held at the Department of Political Science, MSU, titled “She’s the Man!: The Pinki Pramanik Case and the
Conflation of Sex-Gender-Sexuality in Modern Indian Imaginaries”;
4. Presented a paper titled “The Royal Bengal(i) Tiger: The Uncanny Valley of Bhadralok Fiction” in the Forum on Contemporary
Theory’s XXIII International Conference on “The Task of the Human Sciences in Times of Climate Emergency” from 25 to 27
March, 2021 in Baroda.
5. Awarded a publication grant by the International Centre for Writing and Translation, University of California at Irvine in March
2020 for a translation project.
6. Awarded a grant by the International Lincoln Centre for American Studies, Louisiana State University, Shreveport, for a short
term research project on Abraham Lincoln and Indian Modernity in December, 2020.
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Piyush A. Thakkar
I delivered a talk on the artist-writer, Bhupen
Khakkar, on the eve of Bhupen Khakhar’s 87th Birth
Anniversary, in a webinar titled “Bhola Bhupen,”
organized by Foundation for Art and Culture, Bhopal;
and participated in the Virtual Walkthrough, as one
of the artists, in the “Episode 4: Walkthrough – Artists
and Curator” for the on-going Group Show “In The
Light of…” curated by Gitanjali Dang Khanabadosh,
for the Gallery Ark, Vadodara.

My work as an artist reflected more on the
gloom of the ongoing pandemic. I began
a series of drawings and paintings which
touched upon this experience. I have titled
these works “Portrait of a Man without
Head.”
I have also written a few poems on the
experience of the pandemic and the lockdown.
They also deal with the experience of death
and parting and have a certain connection
with my drawings and paintings. These
poems were published in reputed journals in
Gujarati and one of the poems translated in
English found its place in An Anthology of Our
Times, in the Environmental Situation Room.
Piyush A. Thakkar
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New Appointments
Gananath Dash joined the Centre as its Academic Fellow in August 2019. Dr. Dash was an Associate Professor of English at
Fakir Mohan College, Balasore; after his retirement from the college he joined Fakir Mohan University as Registrar and held that
position for 2 years. His PhD dissertation on Tennessee Williams is published as a book titled Tennessee Williams Moment. He has
supervised eleven doctoral dissertations, including some on General Semantics-related topics. He has also completed a UGC
Major Research Project on General Semantics.

Tonisha Guin, previously served Forum on Contemporary Theory, joined Balvant Parekh Centre as as Academic Fellow in
February, 2020. She has a PhD degree from The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad in 2020; the title of her
dissertation was: “What Becomes the Bhadralok: Bengali Bhadralok Identity Formation and Barabazar, Kolkata.”
Anomitra Biswas, joined as an Academic Fellow at Balvant Parekh Centre of General Semantics and Other Human
Sciences in October 2020. She has a PhD degree from The English and Foreign Languages University at Hyderabad in
2021. The topic of her dissertation was: “Discursive Constructions of Media Piracy.”

Resignations
Bini B.S, who was working as an Academic Fellow at the Centre for over 10 years, resigned to join as a faculty member at the
Institute of Law in Nirma University, Gandhinagar. She was the editor of Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought and a recipient
of the Talbott Winchell Award from the Institute of General Semantics, New York, USA.
Reena Ashem served the Centre as an Academic Fellow during the academic year 2019-20. She left in January 2020 to join the
Central Agricultural University in Imphal as a Language Instructor.
We have best wishes for them on their new jobs.

Our Libraries
Our two libraries (Forum’s and Balvant Parekh Centre’s) constitute the most important part of the two Centres. They are operating
from the same space and are managed by the same staff. They are open from 10 am to 6 pm, Monday through Saturday. They have
two large reading rooms, and more than twelve thousand books, which are mostly recent publications. While the library of Forum
on Contemporary Theory is mostly meant for use by researchers dealing with specific areas of theoretical emphasis, the library
of Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences is open for general readers; however over the years
it too has acquired some books on highly specialized fields such as religious and cultural studies, science studies, health studies,
and, of course, general semantics. In addition to these areas, it has been trying to build a collection of writings on India including
works of award-winning writers. We invite you to make use of our rich collection and our space for lively discussion and debate.

Stay Connected With Us
Please visit our website (http://
balvantparekhcentre.org)
to
know more about the past and
upcoming events of the Centre,
and the list of books available
at the Centre’s library. You may
also follow us on our official
Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/
BalvantParekhCentre/) or write
to us at our official email account
(balvantparekhcentre@gmail.
com). Further, you may access
the reading material, images,
audio and video recordings of
the Centre’s activities at the
archives maintained in the
Centre’s premises.
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Our Archives
The Forum on Contemporary Theory and Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences share an
archive. The archive was inaugurated in January 2017 by Simon Gikandi, the Robert Schirmer Professor of English at Princeton
University. In the following years, the archive expanded enough to require a larger space. In March 2020, Sudhir Kakar inaugurated
the new archive room during the Tenth Anniversary Celebrations. In the last year, we have worked to collect and catalogue this
repository of the institutional memory of the BPC and FCT.
The Archive consists of the BPC and FCT Archives, as well as a shared media archive. The former are further divisible into hard
and soft archives, according to the type of material we have catalogued in each.
The BPC Archive contains
Hard Archive
Volumes of every issue of Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought published since its inception in 2013
The books published by or in collaboration with the BPC

General Semantics: A Critical Companion (2014)
The Book of Radical General Semantics (2016)
Cultural Ontology of the Self in Pain (2016)
Reading Alfred Korzybski through Intertheoretic Explorations: Indian and Western (2018)
Bakhtinian Explorations of Indian Culture: Pluralism, Dogma and Dialogue through History (2018)
The Book of Radical General Semantics: Volume Two (2021)
The published text of the Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lectures (2009-2012)
The published text of the Balvant Parekh Memorial Lectures (2013-2019)
BPC Newsletters and Annual Reports
Archive Inauguration
The posters created for various BPC events (2015-2021)
Material related to various BPC events

Brochures
Invitations
Programmes
Conference and Seminar Booklets
Soft Archive
Texts of the Balvant Parekh Distinguished Lectures (2009-2012)
Texts of the Balvant Parekh Memorial Lectures (2013-2019)
BPC Newsletters and Annual Reports
Manuscripts of Anekaant: A Journal of Polysemic Thought
Textual and photographic material related to various BPC events
Simon Gikandi (2017)
Sudhir Kakar (2020)
(2009-2021)
Audio recordings of Balvant Parekh Distinguished and Memorial Lectures
Video recordings of Balvant Parekh Distinguished and Memorial Lectures
The BPC Archive includes copies of the full run of ETC, the journal published by the Institute of General Semantics, which were
gifted to the Centre by IGS. We also have a number of texts on General Semantics purchased from Bruce Kodish, as well as GS
material in digital form: as PDFs of seminal texts as well as several lectures on CD. Some doctoral theses that employ a General
Semantics approach are also stored in the Archive.
We also possess some copies of Gamtano Kariye Gulal, the aperiodic, bilingual journal started by Balvant Parekh: these are the
earlier volumes, which were edited by Balvantbhai himself. Further, we have several volumes of Gandhiji’s works in Gujarati in
the Archive.
We are presently engaged in cataloguing the FCT Archive. As of now, it contains
Hard Archive
Volumes of every issue of Journal of Contemporary Thought published 1991-2017
The books published by or in collaboration with the FCT

Identities: Local and Global (2003)
Rethinking Modernity (2005)
In Translation: Reflections, Refractions, Transformations (2005)
Dialogics of Cultural Encounters: Nations and Nationalities in Periods of Conflict (2006)
Theory as Variation (2007)
In Translation — Reflections, Refractions, Transformations (2007)
Creative Breakthroughs in Leadership: James Madison, Abraham Lincoln, and Mahatma Gandhi (2007)
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Forms of Knowledge in India: Critical Revaluations (2008)
Thinking Territory: Some Reflections (2009)
U.R. Anantha Murthy’s “Samskara”: A Critical Reader (2009)
Abraham Lincoln Without Borders: Lincoln’s Legacy Outside the United States (2010)
Democratic Culture: Historical and Philosophical Essays (2011)
Reconsidering Social Identification: Race, Gender, Class and Caste (2011)
The Virtual Transformation of the Public Sphere: Knowledge, Politics, Identity (2013)
Media and Utopia: History, Imagination and Technology (2016)
Bakhtinian Explorations of Indian Culture: Pluralism, Dogma and Dialogue through History (2018)
Theory and Praxis: Curriculum, Culture and English Studies (2020)
FCT Newsletters and Annual Reports
The posters created for various FCT events (2015-2021)
Material related to various FCT events
Brochures
Invitations
Programmes
Conference and Seminar Booklets
Material related to the FCT’s Theory/Praxis Courses
Brochures
Invitations
Reading Material
Photographs related to various FCT events from its inception
Grant Letter from the Ford Foundation
The FCT soft archive is a work in progress at present.
The FCT-BPC Archive includes a media archive. This consists of a music library and a movie library.
Music Library: Our digital library of music numbers in the thousands. It is primarily populated by Hindi film music but also
includes Western classical and popular music. Mohammad Rafi and Mozart brush shoulders in the alphabetized index.
Movie Library: We currently have over three hundred titles in our movie library. Our collection is wide-ranging, including
classics like Ben Hur (1959) and Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (1969) as well as popular and thriller films. We also have a
complete collection of Alfred Hitchcock films.
CD/DVD Library: We have ten film DVDs as well as forty CDs of music, from which our digital library has been partially
copied. The CD/DVD Library includes the complete works of Alfred Korzybski, lectures by Robert Pula, Lance Strate and
Janice Misurell-Mitchell. We also have the entire run of Gamtano Kariye Gulal on a CD.
The index of the archive is at present hosted on a number of MS-Excel workbooks, available on the desktop of the Archive Room
computer. Each workbook is categorized into worksheets approximating the subcategories indicated above; each worksheet is
arranged chronologically, with the location of every document provided. The worksheets also include other details about the
event in relation to which a particular document was generated: the entry for a program brochure, for instance, includes the exact
date, title and location of the relevant event, as well as the lead speaker or author/editor if any. A basic search allows us to find a
particular document or a cluster of documents that share one or more of the attributes listed: thus one can discover all documents
related to a particular year, location, or type of event; one can also look for all documents of a certain type.
Archival material cannot be borrowed or even taken to other parts of the Centre. The archive itself has a desk as well as the
computer terminal, and interested researchers are welcome to make use of the space.

Sudhir Kakar signing his books in the library
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Program of our sister organisation Forum on Contemporary Theory

Keynote address by Pankaj Joshi

Sessions in progress
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Upcoming Programs of Balvant Parekh Centre
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In fond remembrance of our beginning

November 3-5, 2007: The First National Workshop on General
Semantics titled “Cognitive Language Skills in the 21st Century” as
part of FCT’s annual workshop was held in Baroda. The workshop
was conducted by Steve Stockdale and Andrea Johnson from the
Institute of General Semantics, USA.
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Upcoming Program of Forum on Contemporary Theory
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academicians, but people
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Balvant K. Parekh
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